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Just Among Ourselves 


E are glad to announce to our Herald readers that 
arrangements have been made with The Christian 
Sun, whereby the two papers can be had for one 
year in combination for $3.00, providing one is a new sub- 
scription. Or one may become a subscriber for both 
papers who does not now take either and secure both for 
a year for $3.00. The above offer, however, does not 
apply where both papers are now being taken by a sub- 
scriber. We are hoping because of this new arrange- 
ment many more of the homes of our churches will be- 
come readers of both papers. 
Ss 
And still another of our pastors has sent us a fine list 
of subscriptions—nine new and one renewal. This time 
it is our good brother, Rev. Heber O’Hara, who is com- 
| pleting his fourth year’s work in Defiance College and 
at the same time is pastor of two of our churches. 





Rev. O’Hara writes, “These are the result of only a 
general appeal from the pulpit and I expect to send sev- 
eral more a little later after a personal canvass is made.” 
We thank Brother O’Hara for this splendid list. We 
know he is a very busy man, caring for his work as pas- 
tor and carrying his school studies at the same time, yet 
he finds time to put the church paper into the homes of 
his people. 

Now who will be next with a good list? 

CS eS 

This is a good time for renewing your subscription if 
the time for which you have made payment has expired. 
If your label reads 14 Dec 26 or any other month earlier 
than this, your subscription should be renewed at once 
or at the earliest date possible. Better attend to it today. 
Thank you. 

A. F. CHASE, 
Circulation Manager. 
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Counting God Their Partner 
[* wasn’t father’s fault,” said Horace to 

Sam. “He did as well as anyhody could 
have done, or a little better. We owe nearly 
five hundred dollars all together.” 

“Well, it’s up to us,” cheerfully responded 
Sam. Horace was eighteen and Sam sixteen, 
and they were the only support of the family 
of six. 

“T get paid every two weeks at the insur- 
ance office, and ycu every. week at the gro- 
cery. Can we pay it out weekly?” asked 
Horace. 

“Sure,” asserted Sam. “But we’ve got to 
live; and then there’s church, and the young 
people’s society,” rather doubtfully. 

“Well, suppose we keep sixty percent for 
living, pay twenty-five percent on debts, 
save ten percent for church and good works, 
and five percent reserve,” suggested Horace. 
This was agreed upon. 

They cleared up their bills, and for mcre 
than twenty-one years have continued to 
count God their partner. 

“It is easy to pay ten cents out of a ‘lol- 
lar,” says Horace, “but a hundred dol'ars 
out of a thousand is more difficult, but it 
makes for a spirit of courage, hercism, and 
positive convictions. Anyway, it’s better to 
begin as young as possible.—Selected. 


> 








Deaths 


Mrs. Malissa White Searl, one of the oldest mem- 
bers of the Ansonia Christian Church, passed away 
at her home in Ansonia, November 24, 1926. Mrs. 
Searl will be greatly missed in her home and in her 
church, for she was a woman of excellent character, 
and of a strong faith. She was always loyal to her 
church and her friends. The deceased died at the 
ripe age of eighty-three years. For fifty-three years 
she had been a member of the Christian Church, and 
for all of these years she had been a reader of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty. She is survived by her 
devoted and loyal husband, Ozro Searl; one sister, 
Mrs. Rachel Wilson, of Ansonia; and a _ brother, 
Cephas White, of Kansas. Mr. Searl and Mrs. Wil- 
son covet the prayers of the brotherhood, for they 
are both in poor health, and feel most keenly their 
loss. The services were held at the home at ten 
o'clock Saturday, November 27, with the pastor, Rev. 
C. F. Baldwin, in charge. And Rev. W. J. Young of 
Mt. Sterling, Ohio, preached the sermon. 











Official Informaiion 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


J. W. Kemmerer, Springboro, Pennsylvania. 

A. H. Plunkett, 559 S. Third St., Frankfort, Indiana. 

M. F. Allen, 2301 Roanoke Ave., Newport News, Va. 

Sion M. Lynam, 38 Barton Ave., Toronto, Ontario. 

A. B. Kendall, 6 Townsend Ave., Danville, Illinois. 

H. B. Hall, Goodes, Virginia. 

J. Elmer Lutz, Prospect, Ohio. 

J. S. Ehrheart, Beloit, Ohio. 

Perey W. Caswell, 495 Hall St., Manchester, N. H. 

Wm. Q. McKnight. 41 Karahori Cho, Sendai, Japan. 

Frank Thomas, 1217 Yale Station, New Haven, Conn. 

James M. Pittman, 2324 Aramingo Ave., Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

W. T. Walters. Harrisonbure, Virginia. 

Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Winter Park, Florida. 

Chas. P. Lusk, 416 E. North St., Winchester. Indiana. 

David Hollenshead, Inglesmith, Pennsylvania. 

Wm. T. Scott, 1188 Yale Station, New Haven, 
Connecticut. 

E. E. Bennett, R. R. 6, Frankfort, Indiana, 





SONG LEADER AND SOLOIST 


Will be glad to communicate with pastors wanting 
a song leader and helper for evangelistic meetings. 
Terms: Freewill offering. 
References given if desired. 
Mrs. FRANK ANDREW. 
2347 N. New Jersey, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 


ORDER NOW 


Before the Christmas Rush 


Peloubet’s Select Notes 


It has been issued for fifty-one years with 
ever increasing popularity and usefulness, 
which fact alone 
is a wonderful 
argument for its 
value and help- 
fulness. Rich in 
material, com- 
prehensive in its 
scope, practical 
in its treatment; 
every superin- 
tendent, teacher, 
and scholar will 
find in it his 
own personal 
requirements. 
Marion Law- 
rance voiced the 
sentiments of 
thousands when 
he said: 

‘‘How this 
standard com- 
mentary has 
been able to 
maintain itselr 
during all these 
years, growing 
annually strong- 
er and richer, is 
a marvel to the 
Sunday - school 

world. Personally, I do not see how any 
Sunday-school teacher can hope to do his 
best without the rich, full helps found in 
these NOTES.” 

It should be the companion of every Sun- 
day-school worker. Price, $2.00. 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide 


The previous yearly issues have estab- 
lished this commentary in the minds of 
Sunday-school  teach- 
ers and scholars as a 
most complete and 
useful Sunday-school 
Commentary. The ob- 
ject is, first and all, to 
present the very best 
Commentary on _ the 
lessons, with every 
conceivable help that 
modern science and 
modern methods can 
render. 

Printed in clear, 
plain type with many 
handsome Illustra- 
tions, Maps, Diagrams, 
etc. Price, $2.00. 
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Paramount Bible School Superintend- 
ent’s Pocket Record 


A real companion to any superintendent. 
Helpful hints; Brief History of the Sunday- 
school; Bible Statistics; Dates of all Special 
Sundays and Holidays; Suggested Order of 
Service; Condensed Reports; Officers and 
Teachers Record; New Scholars, etc. Price, 
60c, postpaid. 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home Read- 
ing. 3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, Practical 
Truth, Topic and 
Outline arranged as 
a responsive exercise. 
4, Text aise in 
American Revision. 
5. Time. 6. Place. 
7. Parallel Accounts 
8 Comments. 9 
Questions. 10. Prac- 
tical Survey.  & 
Practical Application. 
12. Blackboard Exer- 
cise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 
14. The Intermediate 
Class. 15. The Jun- 
iors. 16. The Pri- 
mary Class. 17. Maps. 
18. Bible Dictionary. 
Price, $1.00. 








——— Snowden’s Sunday 


SUNDAY |] | School Book 


SCHOOL 
LESSONS |] | Practical Exposi- 


tions of the Interna- 
tional Sunday School 
Lessons of 1926 Im- 
proved Uniform Series; 
Topics for Young Peo- 
ple and Adults. By 
Reverend James H. 
Snowden. Price, $1.25. 

















The Superintendent’s Guide 


By Dr. Harry Ed- 
wards Barton 

For each month it 
gives valuable sug- 
gestions on How to 
Conduct the School, 
an Order of Service, 
and Hints for the 
Workers’ Conference. 

For each Sunday it 
gives an Outline for 
the Desk Lesson, a 
Prayer, a list of ap- 
propriate Hymns, 
and Thoughts for the 
Superintendent’s 
Quiet Hour. Special 
suggestions for Fes- 
tivals and Holidays. 

There are pages for Record and blank 
pages for Notes. 

Bound in imitation leather, in size to fit 
vest pocket. Price, 35e. 


The Christian Publishing 
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The Christian Church and Christian Unity 


Report of the Permanent Commission 


Should Lawyers Protect Criminals ? 
An Editorial in This Issue 
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THE HAGERSTOWN CHRISTIAN CHURCH P 


THE old building at Hagerstown, Indiana, has been entirely remade by Rev. H. H.; hort 
and his faithful people, at a cost of about $25,000. The beautiful and comm ous 
new equipment was dedicated November 21. See page 19. few A’, 
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About Folks and Things 


We wish that every member of the Chris- 
tian Church might carefully and sympa- 
thetically study the report of the Permanent 
Commission on Christian Unity, as given in 
this issue, together with its accompanying 
statement of the meeting of our committee 
with a similar committee of the Congrega- 
tional Church. This report was read by 
Pres. F. G. Coffin, the chairman of the 
commission, at the great meeting in the 
University Auditorium on Sunday afternoon 
of the Urbana Convention, and adopted with 
unanimous assent. The report cf the Com- 
mittee on Christian Unity was read by Dr. 
W. G. Sargent on the following Thursday 
morning; and in a later issue we expect to 
give the recommendation adopted by the 
Convention under this report. It is evi- 
dent that our brotherhood are beginning to 
think more ccgently on the question of Chris- 
tian unity and at the same time are trying 
to think more clearly in order that hasty 
action may not bring about the sort of stun- 
ning reaction to which our church was sub- 
jected on the question of union a quarter of 
a century ago. Not to be interested at all 
in the questicn of Christian unity would be 
unpardonable on the part of any member of 
the Christian Church. But to think super- 
ficially and hastily will be equally harmful. 


Rev. M. W. Butler, our pastor at Muncie, 
Indiana, was elected last week to the presi- 
dency of the Delaware County Ministerial 
Association—a testimony cf the high es- 
teem in which he is held in that community. 

We are sorry to learn that Rev. M. L. 
Everett, of Des Moines, Icwa, of whose ill 
health we spoke last summer, still remains 
very poorly. We are sure that he will deep- 
ly appreciate greetings from his old friends. 
Mail them to 1354 East 14th Street. 

Marietta, Illinois, has been greatly 
strengthened by an evangelistic campaign 
just closed, under the leadership of Rev. 
Claud W. Risinger. In spite of bad roads 
and unsatisfactory weather, there were ten 
conversions and twelve additions to the 
church. 

Rev. E. T. Cotten, pastor at Eaton, Ohio, 
preached the sermon at the union service 
held Thanksgiving eve in that city. The 
meeting was held in the Methodist Church. 
The Eaton Register-Herald, which gives the 
attendance at over 400, gives a lengthy re- 
view and commendation of the sermon. 

We have a call for “Geike’s Hours With 
the Bible” from one who is very anxious to 
secure this old standard work. It now seems 
to be out of print; but some one of our read- 
ers may have a copy which he would be 
willing to sell. If so, kindly address the 
editcr, giving title of book, and price desired. 

The Board cf Control is sending out an 
S. O. S. call for Franklinton College this 
week. Because of the serious financial con- 
dition at Franklinton, it is hoped that the 
Christmas offering of many of the churches, 
especially through the Middle West, may be 


given for the work at Franklinton. This call 
was regularly authorized by the General 
Board in session at Daytcn. 

Evangelistic services are to begin with 
the Eden Church, Eastern Indiana Confer- 
ence, on the first Sunday in January. In 
his bulletin, the pastor, Rev. Arlie E. Cort- 
ner, urges the interests of our general work 
upon his church as called for by the church 
this year. The women hold an all-day mis- 
sionary meeting once each month, and the 
missionary and other lives of the general 
work are being pushed. 

Dr. J. F. Burnett has become the regular 
supply pastor of the church at Franklin, 
Ohio, until a suitable pastor can be found 
for this point. A few years ago, Dr. Burn- 
ett supplied this church for an extended 
period and the work was so resuscitated un- 
der his preaching that the church was given 
a new lease on life. We are confident that 
there will be a mcst encouraging response 
to his present efforts there. 

We were saddened to learn of the recent 
death of Miss Gertrude Snider, of Defiance, 
Ohio, by pneumonia following an operation. 
Miss Snider was the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. Snider, a highly esteemed mem- 
ber of our College Church, and fcr more 
than twenty years a teacher in the public 
schools in that city. Hers was a life of 
beautiful service, the fruits of which will 
continue in long years to come. Funeral 
services were by the pastor, Dr. F. H. 
Peters. 


We are sorry to learn that the home of 
Rev. Paul L. Piersall, of Pierson Station, 
Illinois, has been subjected to a scourge of 
scarlet fever, five of the children having 
had it. But we are glad to know that they 
have all recovered nicely and that the home 
has been relieved from quarantine. Brother 
Piersall has closed his work with Pleasant 
Valley and is new serving Union Christian 


Chapel and Pierson Church. Two new mem- * 


bers were received on confession recently at 
Pierson. 

Brother John S. Moore, Religious Work 
Director of the Y. M. C. A., Dayton, has 
been much in demand this fall as a speaker 
in this city. He has a very interesting and 
telling way of presenting the impressions 
which he gathered of Europe during his 
trip there last summer with the Sherwood 
Eddy party—making a very valuable type 
of address, especially for men’s meetings. 
A men’s class at Shiloh, Dayton, was fa- 
vored with one of his addresses one eve- 
ning last week and all were greatly pleased 
with his presentation of the subject. 

Dr. W. W. Staley, of Suffolk, Virginia, 
supplied the pulpit at Pleasant Hill on 
Sunday morning following the board meet- 
ing. From there he visited relatives in Illi- 
nois, en route tc the meeting of the Federal 
Council of Churches at Minneapolis. Dr. 
Martyn Summerbell and Dr. F. G. Coffin 
were also to be at Minneapolis. We hope to 
have something from each of them for The 
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Herald socn regarding that important gath- 
ering. With the exception of the above 
Sunday, Rev. A. W. Hook has been regu- 
larly supplying the church at Pleasant Hill. 

Greenville, Ohio, Dr. J. E. Etter pastor, 
keeps swelling its new building fund year 
by year. The sum of $743 was added by 
special tithes and offering during Novem- 
ber, the gifts being brought to the altar 
November 28. We feel sure that some of 
these days they are going to erect a great 
church plant there. Dr. E. A. Watkins and 
daughter, Miss Irma, spent some days vis- 
iting friends and relatives in this part of 
Ohio during board meeting week. Among 
other points Dr. Watkins visited Greenville, 
a former pastorate, delighting the congre- 
gation with the message which he brought 
on Sunday morning. 

Campbellstown, Miami Ohio Conference, 
is rejoicing in a remodeled church building 
which gives them an unusually fine Sunday- 
school and social service equipment for their 
community. The pastor, Rev. A. B. Thorn- 
burg, and his people are to be congratulated 
upon their achievement, a fuller account of 
which we will give as soon as we receive the 
photo cf the enlarged structure. Dedica- 
tory services were held December 5; and in 
spite of the glare of ice, the attendance was 
good and the occasion joyful. Brother Her- 
mon Eldredge was the speaker both morn- 
ing and afternoon and raised the entire 
amount needed to complete the building fund. 


Centerville, Ohio Central Conference, Rev. 
F. G. Strickland pastor, recently partici- 
pated in a Rural Life Conference from which 
great good is expected. The conference was 
held Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, the two 
local churches co-operating. Brother Strick- 
land preached the union sermon on Sunday 
morning. The leader of the conference was 
a Rev. Mr. Rapking, of Buckhannon, West 
Virginia, who himself has done outstanding 
community work and because cf his achieve- 
ments in this line is being used as a leader 
of such conferences. Brother Strickland is 
giving a number of “community service” ad- 
dresses this winter along this same line un- 
der the auspices of Farmer Institute Organ- 
izations. 

The brethren of the Metropolitan district 
lying in and about Brooklyn are doing a 
splendid piece of strategic work in undertak- 
ing to cultivate a closer acquaintance among 
their members and more cohesion in the 
work of that district. A meeting for this 
purpose was held in Second Church, Irving- 
ton, New Jersey, on November 22, being 
made up of the pastor and two lay delegates 
from each of the seven near-by churches. 
A banquet was provided by the ladies of Sec- 
cond Church, of which Rev. Calvin J. Felton 
is the pastor. A permanent organization 
was effected with Dr. P. S. Sailer as presi- 
dent and Rev. Charles S. Worner, pastor at 
Springfield Dock and Jamaica Creek church- 
es, secretary. Rev. Calvin J. Felton, who 
sends us the information, was made corre- 
spondent to The Herald. Surely added im- 
petus will come to the work through such 
co-operation. 
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The Christian Church and Christian Unity 


Being the Report of the Permanent Commission on Christian Unity Read and Ratified at the 
General Convention in Its Session at Urbana, Illinois, October 24, 1926 


much verbal agitation with reference to Christian 

Unity. The preceding quadrennium was one of 
unusual demonstration and publicity in this regard. The 
over-publicized inability of the Interchurch World Move- 
ment to meet one feature of its program is doubtless 
largely responsible for the hiatus which has followed. 
The repudiation of the plan of the Council on Organic 
Union by the denomination which originated it was pro- 
ductive of more silence. The promotional movements in 
each of the denominations with their greatly increased 
revenues have created a sense of denominational suffi- 
ciency which has also had a further quieting effect on 
the question. This temporary lessening of demonstra- 
tion does not mean that there is less interest in the sub- 
ject of union. On the contrary there is probably more 
actual yearning for and spirit toward Christian Unity 
than at any previous time. These efforts are working less 
vociferously and less rapidly but with greater certainty 
and safety. Perhaps there is also a waiting for the out- 
come of the present Canadian movement to reveal the 
successful method. The spirit for Christian unity is not 
lessening. Instead brotherly love is increasing and the 
denominational arrogance which has been its perennial 
enemy is confined to a decreasing minority. The prayer 
of our Lord is not to be denied. 


T's: past four years have not been a period of over- 


PON presentation of a recommendation from the 

Commission on Christian Unity that the General 
Board of the Christian Church should definitely declare 
itself in order that the Commission might intelligently 
make overtures to other bodies, the General Board 
adopted the following: 

1. That the spirit cf denominationalism as it has dominated 
the past, has delayed the establishment of Christ’s Kingdom on 
earth. 

2. That no great aggressive movement of the Church can take 
place in the future until its forces are more closely united. 

3. That the rank and file of the churches are in heart ready 
for a closer unity, if the emphasis of thought can be taken from 
the few divisive features and centered on the great unities of faith 
and work. 

4. That the Christian Church has no greater mission tc this 
age than to make itself a unifying factor among the churches. 

5. That the Christian Church should therefore state very 
clearly the concensus of opinion of its membership as to the kind of 
Christian unity for which it stands and the conditions under which 
such unity will be acceptable. The church should outline a plan of 
apprcach and procedure with other denominations relative to it, 


+ 





also a program of education in all of its conferences and churches 
with this end in view. 

6. That in our judgment this voices the conviction of the ma- 
jority of our constituency, both lay and clerical. 


Resolved, therefore, That the General Board cf the Christian 
Church hereby instructs the Commission on Christian unity to 
again make overtures to other churches with greater insistence 
and emphasis than ever before, outlining the position and plan of 
the Church as follows: 


That Christian unity in its ultimate means more than co-cpera- 
tion or federation of denominational bodies. To us it is eomplete 
organic unity of all the followers of Jesus Christ into one eccles- 
iastical body. It is fcr this ideal and purpose that we stand. 
Knowing that, after the years of denominationalism, this may not 
be immediately realized we favor as a step in the process toward 
this ultimate end, co-operative working relationships with other 
bodies, federations among churches, and relations cf comity and 
mutual helpfulness with the people of God everywhere. 

We believe that the designation of this organic union of denomi- 
nations should out of loyalty tc Christ bear the name of Christian, 
but are seriously willing to consider with other bodies appropriate 
additions to this designation which will preserve their historic 
identity. 

We concede the right of each individual to adcpt for himself as 
his creedal statement such consistent interpretations of the Word 
of God as his wisdom and conscience may approve, but we deny 
the right of any person to force his interpretations upon ancther 
as a test of his Christianity or a condition of Christian fellowship. 

We recognize that many of the items upon which Christians 
differ are at best but methods of character building and Christian 
service. Therefore we urge emphasis upon Christlikeness with 
liberty as its method for the foundation of Christian fraternity. 

The Commission on Christian Unity is hereby instructed in the 
name of this board and the church to make overtures to the fol- 
lowing denominations in particular: Methodist Protestant, Dis- 
ciples of Christ, Congregationalist, Swedish Mission, and Christian 
Union. Inasmuch as the ideal of Christian unity will not be com- 
pleted by bringing together a few denominations of like polity, 
thus making fewer but larger denominations, the Commission is 
alsc instructed to make overtures to all bodies of Christian believers. 

The Commission is further instructed to invite and arrange 
conferences with bodies of similar inclinations and arrange for the 
exchange of fraternal delegates with conferences of sister denomi- 
nations wherever possible. 


Finally, we urge our people everywhere to follow the method cf 
Jesus in praying for the oneness of the people of God and to put 
out of their own hearts any spirit of prejudice, narrowness, or lim- 
ited fellowship. 


OUR Commission has, during the quadrennium, re- 
newed its overtures to other denominations to the 
number of about twenty, on the basis of the preceding 
resolutions by the General Board and the declaration of 


















































the Conneaut Convention as to our position on Christian 
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Unity, which declaration reads as follows: 

That it hereby makes keving overtures to all true Christians 
everywhere, of whatever name or order, to unite by legal incorpora- 
tion, placing all interests now owned and controlled by said Con- 
vention under the ownership and control of the amalgamated or- 
ganization. The basis of unicn shall exclude all man-made exactions 
and interpretations, which have never been otherwise than arrogant 
and divisive. It shall, derive its government, always to be demo- 
cratic, trom the people composing it. All of its official gatherings 
shall be representative of the people and such representation shall 
be voted by them. No test of faith shall be established other than 
the acceptance of Jesus Christ as the Savior and the Word of God 
as a standard for the conduct of life and the guide of the Church. 
No person or group of persons shall impose a dcgma, form of wor- 
ship, or practice of an ordinance upon any within its membership. 
The standing of all members shall be equal. They shall each be 
free to follow the Lord as his Spirit and Word directs them. Their 
standing in the Church shall be based upon their Christian conduct 
—nct upon the theological opinions of themselves or others. The 
designation of this body of believers shall be Scriptural, instead 
of derived from some feature of ecclesiastical practice. It shall 
be a union founded in fellowship solely upon righteousness in char- 
acter and practice. 


OUR Commission has likewise called attention to our 

conviction that a general gathering of representa- 
tives of denominations of similar inclinations to consider 
and discuss the various aspects of Christian unity would 
be very profitable. 

Greetings have been sent by letter, or wire, or borne 
by personal representatives to all of the general denomi- 
national gatherings whose time and place of meeting were 
known. This plan has elicited cordial responses. In recip- 
rocation of personal visits invitations to send fraternal 
representatives to this meeting were sent to the Congre- 
gationalist, Disciples of Christ, United Brethren, and 
Christian Union denominations. 

A very pleasant conference has been held with repre- 
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sentatives of the Congregational Church. [The statement 
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adopted by this joint meeting with the Congregationalists 
and ratified by the Convention is printed on page 19.] 

Christian Unity Sunday [February 13] has not yet 
secured the recognition among us to which its value en- 
titles it. It is worthy to become one of the most empha- 
sized days in our whole church calendar. A number of 
our churches and pastors are using it to good purpose, 
but by others it is passed without observance. This whole 
question still belongs in the educational program of the 
church and emphasis upon it should not be omitted. 

Our relationship to the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America remains as heretofore. 
The council is the most efficient co-operative Christian 
agency in the world today. Its sphere of influence is 
rapidly becoming the world instead of the United States. 
Its field is broadening and its usefulness increasing. It 
is worthy of our whole-hearted support. 

The World Conference on Faith and Order is an at- 
tempt to unify the thinking of Christendom on founda- 
tional items of theology and doctrine. We have main- 
tained an encouraging attitude toward the enterprise, 
thougit have had nothing to do with its plans or promo- 
tion. 

With all of the enthusiasm of this Convention for 
Christian Unity, we recognize that with a century and a 
quarter of church building behind us and with all of the 
rich traditions of that period which are our heritage, the 
Christian Church should at all times proceed safely even 
in following out its convictions. Therefore the more ag- 
gressive should be willing to accept a pace which will 
accommodate the less sanguine. On the other hand those 
who are reluctant should quicken their pace in brotherly 
consideration. We ought to exemplify within ourselves 
the spirit of unity which we advocate and proceed unitedly 
whenever the time for organic union arrives. 


The Trend of Events 


Canadian Criminal Jurisprudence 

People of this country who have a habit of thinking that no 
other nation of the world knows so well how to do anything as does 
the United States, will be surprised to hear that our Crime Com- 
mission, who have been in Toronto studying the way in which the 
Canadians handle criminal matters, have expressed astonishment 
at the extraordinary contrast between the Canadian methods and 
our own. When one considers the manner in which criminal trials 
are conducted in this country—the length of time it takes to se- 
cure a jury and to complete the trial, the play to the public in 
the conduct of the trial, the long drawn-out and filthy evidence 
broadcasted in detailed and nauseating realism in our great metro- 
politan dailies—one is hardly prepared to believe it possible that 
in Canada, as discovered by our Crime Commission, according to 
The New York Times— 

Juries in criminal or civil cases drawn in half an hour; men 
accused of sericus crime indicted one day, tried the next, and con- 
victed or acquitted within two days more; two-thirds of all criminal 
cases disposed of without being sent to a jury; appeals to a higher 
jurisdiction a rare event—these things sound as though they came 
not from across the border but from another planet. Yet they 
total up to that very simple thing—swift justice. More than the 
inequities of the law, men resent the law’s delays. 

Canada’s methods, or the methods of any other foreign coun- 
try, cannot be applied in toto to conditions here. But the ques- 
tion is of principles, of the spirit animating the machinery of jus- 
tice. We stand in greater need of directness and simplicity of 


approach for the very reason that we have to deal with problems 
much more complicated and greater in number than has Canada. 
Twelve thousand statutes a year; 13,000 annual decisions; months 
spent in drawing indictments; weeks in selecting a jury; hordes of 
witnesses; hypothetical questions several hundred words long; 
entire printed volumes read or droned into the record. . . . The 
truth may be elicited from a handful of well-selected witnesses more 
successfully than from a mob of confused gossipers. Justice may 
be rendered more effectively by a jury presented with the gist of 
a case than by a jury stupefied with millions of words. 


To anyone but a lawyer, our American methods of criminal 
jurisprudence themselves seem a crime—a crime against the pro- 
tection and welfare of society. To such an extent do our judges go 
in recognizing technicality and to such an extent has the legal 
fraternity gone in absurd and even highly unprincipled practices 
to defeat justice on behalf of their clients, that our whole criminal 
system has become a preposterous admixture of boy-play and legal- 
ism in the worst sense of that word. 


Even Lawyers Are Becoming Disgusted 


Lawyers, steeped as they are in the atmosphere of legalism, 
are usually quite insensible to what a caricature on good com- 
mon sense and justice our judicial technique is. But to 
all other folks our jurisprudence stands out as the most ob- 
solete anachronism that can be found in human life today. 
In church, in schoolrocm, in business and industrial circles, 
on the farm—nowhere else in human affairs today can one find 
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highly intelligent men playing at such diddle-daddle and permitting 
the safety and welfare of society to be obstructed by such stupid 
and unpardonable frivolities as is every day being done in 
the criminal court rooms of our land. It is simply amazing to 
what extent legalism can stupify the finer instincts of justice and 
deaden the spirit of initiative and progress. Quoting again from 
The New York Times, from a later editorial in which it speaks of 
the effort to exclude certain evidence from the Doheny-Fall case, 
we have an instance of the sort of thing that is breaking down the 
faith of the public in our courts and court practices: 

Seldom has the charges that statutory criminal law in this 
country has ome an intricate game, rather than a ready 
instrument of justice, had a more vivid illustration than in the 
Fall case at Washington. The question suddenly came up of laying 
before the jury proof that Mr. Doheny gave, or loaned, Secretary 
Fall $100,000. Counsel for the Government were proceeding to 
read Mr. Dcheny’s testimony to that effect given before the Senate 
committee. But. his own lawyers interposed a statute barring all 
such testimony in a criminal trial, unless perjury were involved. 
The Government lawyers stood aghast. If this were ruled out, they 
feared that there would be no way legally of getting the facts be- 
fore the jury. The whole case may break down unless some way 
out is indicated by the judge in his decision on the nice point. 

It is inte this kind of shrieking nonsense that the efforts of law- 
makers have fallen in their desire so carefully. to protect innocent 
men that they have furnished shields for the guilty. Here is a 
fact of common knowledge. Mr. Doheny himself has admitted it. 
It was published throughout the length and breadth of the land. 
Every man on the jury is aware of it. Mr. Doheny’s counsel, in 
opening the case for the defense, told the jury all abcut the loan 
and explained the circumstances. Yet now we are asked to believe 
that there is no lawful way cf establishing, by competent evidence, 
what is known as universally as sunrise. 

There must be some way of dispelling this ridiculous absurdity 
by the application of common sense. If there is not, the event 
will lend overwhelming confirmation tc the famous assertion that 
the law is an ass. 

But even the lawyers are becoming disgusted with the pre- 
posterous silliness and evil of our criminal jurisprudence. Chief 
Justice Taft and others have said some very strong things abvut 
the defects of our methods, and there is a spirit of restlessness 
among the high-minded of the legal profession which is bound to 
increase until it has relieved this nation of many of the evils of 
our present system. For no crime commission can go very far 
in studying the grave criminal situation in this nation without 
discovering that it will be impossible to make any great headway 
in the enforcement of our criminal laws until a sweeping reforma- 
tion is had in the methods and practices of our criminal courts. 


Should Lawyers Protect Criminals? 

High-minded lawyers are forcing also the question of better 
ethics in the professicn, especially with reference to the defense of 
criminals. No one would deny even to the guilty a hearing in 
court, which hearing implies the right to have an attorney to plead 
in his behalf and to make certain that the evidence of guilt is un- 
questionable. But the extent to which the bear assoviations have 
permitted this right to be prostituted into an effort to secure the 
freedom of the guilty is almost incredible. Men maintain high 
rank in the legal profession and are even promoted to the honor of 
judicial positions who themselves have taken advantage of every 
hook and crook and technical device to shield criminals cf the 
blackest die and turn them loose again upon society. No one ob- 
jects to the proper “defense,” but we do have a right: seriously to 
object to the imprcper protection of criminals. 

To such an extent has this practice been carried with reference 
to prohibition enforcement in some of our cities that it is almost 
useless to arrest bootleggers; and the same thing is true with refer- 
ence to highwaymen and murderers in Chicago and other places. And 
yet the lawyers who secure the release of these crminals are them- 
selves permitted tc hold high and honorable membership in the 
bar associations. If society wants to cut to the quick in the matter 
of law enforcement and protect itself against vicious criminals, it 
can well begin with exacting a very much higher code of ethics in 
the legal profession as touching this matter. 

A bar association ought to be as helpful towards law enfcrce- 
ment in the community as a board of health is towards the health 
of the community. Yet it seems preposterous to suggest such ‘a 
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thing. The medical profession in any community will do all within 
its power tc keep quacks and charlatans from practicing and to 
close up the cesspools which breed disease—and any doctor would 
be barred from the medical association who tried to release and 
spread disease. But no criminal is ever so dastard and no cess- 
pool of crime'so lcathsome or perilous to the community that some 
member of the legal profession will not rise in court to their de- 
fense and use every scheme known to jurisprudence to secure the 
continuance of that particular pestilence in the community. And 
yet that lawyer will be recognized as an honorable member in gcod 
standing by the bar association that should have as its highest 
motive and guidance the riddance of the community of crime! 
That is the point—not that individual lawyers will stoop to the 
unwarranted defense of such criminals, but that they can do so 
and still maintain their standing in the bar. High-minded attor- 
neys—and there are thousands of them—owe it to their profes- 
sion and to the nation to remodel the ethics of the profession on 
very much higher lines. 

We are glad to know that on this point also conscientious law- 
yers are becoming restless and dissatisfied. They are beginning to 
agitate for higher standards and fcr sterner measures by bar asso- 
ciations against the conscienceless attorneys such as in many places 
have come to be known as “the criminals’ lawyer.” Just recently 
the question was up before the State Bar Association of Illinois, 
of which The Presbyterian, Advance has the following to say: 

Recent news dispatches state that a question of great impcrt 
before the Illinois State Bar Association is whether an attorney 
should be prohibited from defending persons for the commission of 
serious, shocking crimes, where their guilt is unquestionable and 
not even denied. It is very interesting tc note that the profession 
is beginning to question seriously the ethics of defending a criminal 
of whose guilt the attorney has no doubt. It has not been long 
since a certain bar association tried to make it appear that a min- 
ister had committed an almost unpardonable sin in suggesting that 
a lawyer had no ethical right tc defend a man of whose guilt he 
had no reasonable doubt. It is interesting that the Illinois Bar 
Association at least regards it as debatable. To the layman there 
is no question that it is most unethical for a lawyer to try to clear 
a man of a charge of which he believes him guilty. There is little 
question that the readiness of gifted lawyers to use their knowledge 
and skill in the law to clear criminals who were able to pay well 
for the service has contributed as much to the failure of justice as 
any other one thing. A lawyer who is persuaded of the guilt of his 
client should confine his efforts to seeing that the penalty is not 
heavier than justice demands. His first advice in such a case should 
be for his client to plead guilty. 

es 

Such remarkable progress has been made in the translatior of 
the Bible into the various tongues spoken by the people of mission 
lands that one is somewhat surprised to learn that there are about 
two-thirds of the 800 known tongues and dialects spoken by the 
people of Africa into which the Bible or some por‘ion of the Bible 
has not yet been translated. But this is the more readily under- 
stood when we learn that there are approximately 600 of these 
languages in which no literature of any kind exists. In such cases, 
the translator must form a written language, as they have often 
done, before they can make 4 translation of the Scriptures. The 
American Bible Society has provided the Bible for the Zulus, one 
of the great tribes of Africa. And now work is nearing completion 
on the complete Baluba Lulua Bible, a language spoken by more 
than 2,000,000 natives living in the Belgian Congo. The Bulu New 
Testament, preparation of which was begun thirty-three years ago, 
was completed and sent to West Africa this summer. 

oO 

And now comes Dr. Samuel M. Swemer, the noted missionary 
who gave a ringing address at our Urbana Convention, to add his 
testimony to the steadily accumulating evidence that denominational 
division is an incalculable harm in mission lands. The World Call 
quotes him as saying: 

If the Church in Africa could be aroused to its present oppor- 
tunity, be healed of its needless divisions, present a united front 
and proclaim a living Savior, she would carry victory everywhere. 
Already ninety percent of the educational program for Africa south 
of the Sudan is in missionary hands. Every school produces readers, 
and they are all taught to read in their own tongue the Book which 
is as a hammer and as a fire to break down superstition and kindle 
the flame of a new and purer life. In the schools of the Prot- 
estant missions in Africa there are nearly a million people. 














FROM THE EAST THEY CAME 

ROM a land wrapped in mystic shadows 

of mystery, these unnamed Wise Men 
suddenly appear in the city of Jerusalem 
asking anxiously, ‘“Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? for we saw his star in 
the east, and are come to worship him.” 
Astrologers and devout men they were, who 
came to do him homage. The East came 
first to worship him; and once again the 
East is coming to worship the King, bring- 
ing the best from the lands of Buddha, Con- 
fuscious, and Mohammed. 

They must have rich gifts to bring, gifts 
of devout contemplation, gifts of spiritual 
discernment, and gifts of sacrifice. God has 
not left himself without a witness among 
every people—devout hearts who search for 
the truth. And these are all glorified when 
they follow the Star of Bethlehem. A few 
days before the crucifixion the Greeks from 
the West came, saying, “We would see 
Jesus.” 

“In Christ there is no East nor West, 
In him no South nor North, 
But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth.” 
WISE MEN THEY WERE 

Van Dyke has given us a sublime and im- 
mortal story, “‘The Other Wise Man.” It 
ought to have a regular place in our Christ- 
mas meditation. His story has limited for us 
the number of wise men; but Matthew’s 
story tells not the number. 

It has become very acceptable now to fol- 
low the ancient seer who said, “Wisdom is 
the principal thing.’ Much time and 
strength are spent by the world seeking 
knowledge and wisdom. As valuable as we 
may discern wisdom to be, yet prophets now 
are quite certain that wisdom is not the 
principal thing; but rather the Kingdom of 
Righteousness. If Wisdom is to be humble 
and the servant of all, it must needs go to 
Bethlehem. The world needs to fear wise 
men who have not followed the Star, either 
because of their possible foolishness or be- 
cause of the evil which their power may 
conceive. 

We Americans have separated Church and 
school; but woe unto us if we separate wis- 
dom and Christianity. Woe unto Christian- 
ity, For she will repeat her former sins and 
sink into superstition. Woe unto wisdom, 
for she may seek her own way and curse 
her devotees. In an age when colleges are 
crowded and knowledge has grown beyond 
measure, let every man who would be truly 
wise begin first by searching the heavens 
for the Star of Bethlehem. It will lead him 
to Christ the King, whom to know aright is 
life eternal. 


THEY COME TO JERUSALEM 
Here in the heart of the land of Judah, 
they sought the place of his birth. Herod 


The Adoration of the Magi 


A Christmas-time Meditation 


BY REV. EDWIN B. FLORY 





and all Jerusalem were troubled. They 
feared the coming of a righteous king, be- 
cause of the wickedness of their hearts and 
the wretchedness of their lives. At the ex- 
pense of the poor they enjoyed their petty 
graft, their luxurious life, and extravagant 
sensuous pleasures; and they were not anx- 
ious to see a heavenly King. 

Words fail to describe the utter wicked- 
ness of Herod, puppet King of Israel. He 
lied to the wise men by expressing a desire 
to come and worship Jesus. Herod, whose 
name ranks with Nero’s, murdered two of 
his own sons and ordered the death of the 
third. This vile murderer expressed rever- 
ence for the King! He had received his 
throne by no right of birth, and certainly 
by no will of the people. And it is not a 
surprise that he is alarmed and maddened 
by the thought of an heir to his throne. The 
quest of the Wise Men bestirs this shrewd 
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HE great world’s heart is aching, aching 
fiercely in the night, 

And God alone can heal it, and God alone 
give light; 

And the men to bear that message, and to 
speak the living Word, 

Are you and I, my brothers, and the millions 
that have heard. 

Can we close our eyes to duty? 
fold our hands at ease, 

While the gates of night stand open to the 
pathway of the seas? 

Can we shut up our compassions? 
leave our prayer unsaid, 

Till the lands which sin has blasted have 
been quickened from the dead? 

We grovel among trifles, and our spirits fret 
and toss, 

While above us burns the vision of the Christ 
upon the cross; 

And the blood of God is streaming from his 
broken hands and side, 


Can we 


Can we 


And the lips of God are saying, “Tell my 
brothers I have died.” 

O voice of God, we hear thee above the 
shocks of time, ~ 

Thine echoes roll around us, and the message 
is sublime; 

No power of man shall thwart us, no strong- 
hold shall dismay, 

When God commands obedience, and love 
has led the way. 

—Frederick George Scott. 
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schemer, and here sincerity and hypocrisy 
meet face to face. The whole story of Herod 
and his wretched reign is but a blood-red 
story of slaughter. Misery and murder 
were his daily portion. Woe and weeping 
follow his heartless soldiers, and the land 
is under the vengeful hand of a terrible ty- 
rant. Of a truth he sought Jesus; but not 
to worship Him! 


4 
WISE MEN REJOICE TO LEAVE JERUSALEM 


Out of this wicked city, with its putrid at- 
mosphere of human frailty, went these 













magi; and when they saw the star, “re- 
joiced with exceeding great joy.” 

How good it must have been to get out of 
Jerusalem’s ugly hell into the beauty of 
heaven! 

How sickening the atmosphere of this sin- 
ful city, and how exhilarating the air of 
God’s open spaces! Jerusalem may have 
seemed to welcome them, and perhaps 
fawned upon and feasted them; but they who 
could read the signs of the heavens could 
not fail to see the signs of Jerusalem’s sins 
—with its sordid pleasures and pompous 
display of Roman power; its shameful sor- 
row from gilded palaces; its sensual pleas- 
ures of food and wine and its scarlet sins 
in high places; its dark nights of terror to 
the human heart and the glaring hypocrisy 
of priests and scribes. 

These searchers after God, whe knew a 
joy and peace sublime, must have hastened 
their steps to deport from such a city. 

The Star must have shone brighter 
against Jerusalem’s night. The city that 
sat in darkness did not see a great light. 
This is not Jerusalem the golden, but Jeru- 
salem of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

... “the whole head is sick, and the whole 
heart faint. From the soul of the foot even 
unto the head there is no soundness in it; but 
wounds and bruises, and putrifying sores... 
It was full of judgment; righteousness lodged 
in it; but now murderers. Thy silver is be- 
come dross, thy wine mixed with water: thy 
princes are rebellious, and companions of 
thieves: every one loveth gifts, and follow- 
eth after rewards: they judge not the father- 
less neither doth the cause of the widow come 
unto them.” 

No wonder the scribes and priests went 
not to Bethlehem, nor sent they any gifts. 
They had no gifts for the Son of Righteous- 
ness, and their eyes did not behold the Star. 
The Wise Men hastened now on their jour- 
ney to Bethlehem, having almost lost their 
way in Jerusalem. 


THEY WORSHIP JESUS 

“And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child, with Mary 
his mother, and fell down, and worshiped 
him; and when they had opened their treas- 
ures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh.” 

They came with gifts due a king. These 
were not common gifts, or small, but rich 
gifts of valuable treasure. They set for all 
the world a _ glorious example. They 
brought their wisdom and their devout 
hearts, and fell down before him. Yet theirs 
was no empty worship. 

All the village of Bethlehem must have 
eagerly followed these foreign visitors to 
Mary’s door, to observe with astonishment 
the adoration and gifts of these men. 

But they brought not only rich gifts, but 
also bad news for the family. This news 
worried Joseph; and that night, in a dream, 
he is warned to flee to Egypt. The Magi did 
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a noble deed and made possible the flight of 
this poor family to safety and provided 
means for their support in that distant land. 

God always provides strength for every 
need; and sends by earthly messengers, 
needed gifts. 


THE CRY OF THE CHILDREN 

Hardly had they departed until there 
came the ominous march of Herod’s soldiers, 
who slay all the baby boys. While angels 
sang at his birth, they must now weep for 
the suffering of the innocent. I am not sur- 
prised that the prophet calls him “a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief”’—nor 
that Bodenhausen, in his great picture, 
paints three crosses on a distant hill behind 
the Madonna and Child. Hardly had echoes 
died out from the angels’ chorus, “Glory to 
God in the Highest,” when— 

“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

Weeping and great mourning— 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

And she would not be comforted, because 
they are not.” 

All the murderous tyrants did not die with 
Herod; but some hold desperate sway even 
today. When prcfits are at stake, I am fear- 
ful for the little children. When thrones of 
power are in danger, city bosses, or Big 
Business pay little attention to little tots. 
Dividends are fondled far more carefully by 
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some than are babies—else why all these 
wars, and grafting governments, or why 
these vicious theaters and dangerous dance 
halls, or why these places of squalor and 
factories that forget? 

The big business of every man of us all 
is to make the world safe for little children. 

God does hear the crying of the children, 
as Mrs. Browning says: 


“Our blood splashes upward, O Gold Heaper, 
And your purple shows your path! 
But the child’s sob in the silence curses 
deeper 
Than strong man in his wrath.” 


Helpless they hold out their hands for 
some one to love them. Jesus curses terri- 
bly those who injure them. Could it be that 
his mother had told him why they fled to 
Egypt and of the awful deed of Herod? 

The Magi came to Bethlehem to adore Je- 
sus, and they did a noble thing. Riches and 
Wisdom will be glorified when they fall down 
before him, the world has suffered much 
from both. It is unsafe for Reason to walk 
alone, and it is so hard for Riches to be de- 
cent and good. Only when they are sancti- 
fied by the love of Christ will they cease 
to do evil and learn to do gcod. 

“O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 


Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light.” 


Men and Kingdom Finance 


BY REV. W. M. JAY, D. D. 


E have heard with pleasure and 
W sympathy of the need for masculine 

effort in religion, of men promoting 
the spiritual objectives of the church, of 
men seeking men and boys for Christ, of 
men undergirding our educational program 
and of man’s part in the Great Commis- 
sion; and truly these are great challenging 
tasks. They call for the best Christian 
manhood of the hour. It is a call for the 
man power of the church to undertake a 
great program of Kingdom building. 

In thus entering upon so great a pro- 
gram of work, there is no doubt about the 
first step to be taken. We begin with per- 
sonal consecration of self. We offer our- 
selves to God without reservation. I think 
possibly that one of our acute difficulties 
in offering ourselves as laborers together 
with God is that we make too many mental 
reservations. What a wonderful reservoir 
of spiritual power there would be if we 
could truly consecrate and dedicate the 
man power of the church to a loyal and 
filial service of the Master. The task is 
ours, the responsibility is upon us as men, 
and the honor and glory belong to God. 

We must, therefore, develop the con- 
sciousness that God is with us in this King- 
dom building work. “Except the Lord build 
the house, they labor in vain that build it.” 
Psalm 127: 1. 

It is a great thing to recognize the plan 
of God in the work of the Kingdom, as 
well as his power and love. God works 


through individuals whom he has endowed 
with talents, ability, and means to the ac- 
complishment of his purpose. We must 
further recognize that in God’s plan of his 
Kingdom, he himself is sovereign, both in 
ownership and rulership, and man is his 
steward servant. As stewards, we are held 
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THE GIFT 


HE has taken away the things that I loved 
best; 
Love and youth and the harp that knew 
my hand. 
Laughter alone is left of all the rest. 
Does he mean that I may fill my days 
with laughter, 
Or will it, too, slip through my fingers like 
spilt sand? 


Why should I beat my wings like a bird in 


a net, 
When I can be still and laugh at my own 
desire ? 
The wise may shake their heads at me, but 
yet 
I should be sad without my little 
laughter. 


The crackling of thorns is not so bad a 
re. 


Will he take away even the thorns from 
under the pot, 
And send me cold and supperless to bed? 
He has been good to me. _ I know he will not. 
He gave me to keep a little foolish 
laughter. 
I shall not lose it even when I am dead. 
—Aline Kilmer, in The Christian. 
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not only responsible, but accountable for 
our time, talents, and our lives, together 
with all our material possessions. 

No matter what kind of a program we 
may try to set up, one of the basic tests 
of its worthwhileness is, What is it going 
to cost to put it into operation? Finance 
is inseparably connected with the program 
of the Church and the Kingdom. It is 
money in the last analysis that extends or 
limits the progrdm of church extension. It 
is money in the last analysis that deter- 
mines whether the missionary program 
shall be extended or suffer retrenchment. 
It is money that eliminates deficits and pays 
bills, and it has been so in some sense 
since the time when the mind of :man 
runneth not to the contrary. There are 
students aplenty to fill our colleges to ca- 
pacity, and men and women well qualified 
abound to provide instruction, but the cry- 
ing need of our colleges is money. So when 
you pray for a greater building program, 
a greater program of church extension, a 
larger missionary enterprise, and a strong- 
er and better prepared ministry, don’t for- 
get to pray also for the means to be forth- 
coming for the support of these things. 
They simply cannot materialize without it. 
Bills must be paid and railroads, merchants, 
architects, and laborers will not accept any- 
thing in lieu of money for payment of 
obligations and services rendered. 

We therefore recognize the financial ele- 
ment as a necessary part of the program of 
Kingdom building. There is nothing else 
honorable to do but face the issue and 
square accounts with the Lord. 

As Jehovah hath said, “The gold and the 
silver are mine and the cattle upon a thou- 
sand hills;” so I say to you, men, that, 
wisely or unwisely, the wealth of the world 
has very largely fallen into your hands, and 
that the vast bulk of the money income goes 
into your coffers, and of all this you are 
only stewards. There is no question that 
this income is large enough and adequate 
for all rightful purposes; then why should 
the Church of Jesus Christ be always on the 
road begging or pleading for that which is 
rightfully her own? 

We hear a great deal about fundamentals 
these days and I think it would be a splen- 
did thing to learn anew some of the funda- 
mentals of arithmetic—how to add and sub- 
tract, and especially how to divide, so that 
all may get their proper share. For surely 
the division of money income that is now 
being made is not fair and equitable to the 
Church and the Kingdom enterprises. 

I have been talking to men and about 
men. But I want to say there is an 
abundant appreciation for what the women 
have done in this Kingdom work, and there 
is no thought of minimizing their effort. 
It is true that a great many of them divide 
their income just like the men, but they 
are to be commended for the wisdom as well 
as the devotion with which they set about 
their work in the church. For instance, in 
the mission work, they not only get their 
vision of what they want to do and set 
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their goals, but they seek to inform and 
educate their sisters along the line of the 
mission work they wish to do; and so they 
have their missionary societies, mission 
study classes, conferences, and conventions. 
They seek to inform their people so that 
when the appeal for money is made it is 
not so much of a financial extraction as 
it is a willing and intelligent response. 

I want to say to the manhood of our 
church that we need not only a vision of 
the work to be done in our church—and I 
‘Link that there are those who have that 
vision—but we need to see that the vast 
multitudes of our brothers are informed of 
the imperative needs of our church program 
and the reason for those needs. 


We make our appeals for money to un- 
informed groups, either because the infor- 
mation did not reach them or it was not 
presented to them, or because they do not 
read their church paper, and the result is 
that there is but little urge to respond as 
they should. 


I am sure I appreciate the effort that has 
been made along this line by our various 
departments and know that they see in this 
educative process the assurance of greater 
financial success, as well as a more intelli- 
gent constituency. 


There is still the dominating feeling on 
the part of the men of the church to say: 
“Let the women study the books and make 
up the classes in missions, teacher training, 
stewardship, and evangelism. I do not 
have the time. I am too busy’—when it is 
the very thing we need if we are to be 
growing Christians. 


I said in the beginning that we needed to 
start with personal consecration, and we 
will back that up with prayer and faith in 
God; but let us follow that up by educating 
our hearts and minds with a knowledge of 
the Lord and the work of his Kingdom. A 
growing faith is very much dependent upon 
a growing knowledge. You can’t hope for 
a growing faith in God and his Church with 
a stagnant fund of knowledge about God 
and the program of his Church. How much 
easier it is to solicit some one who reads 
the church paper than one who doesn’t! The 
chances are that you do not have to battle 
with ignorance, but usually you can get off 
with reason, if it requires that. 


The better informed the membership of 
the church is concerning the work of the 
church, the more effective will be the ap- 
peal for support. 

That information should just as thor- 
oughly cover the expenditure of the funds 
of the church as the needs for securing 
these funds. 

Let your minds go back to your own 
home church and how many do you suppose 
are acquainted with the disbursements of 
the church’s funds? Giving blindly is not 
much of an incentive for giving cheerfully 
and liberally. Thus it is as men possess the 
lion’s share of the wealth and income of 
the land, so also must the burden of sup- 
port for the church rest upon them. And 
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I know of no way to get them to assume 
this rightful share of support but to edu- 
cate them in conscience and mind in the 
things of the Kingdom. He that knoweth 
to do his Master’s will and doeth it not, 
to him it is sin. And ignorance by right of 
choice is a wretched cloak to hide behind. 
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There is power in faith and prayer and 
consecration. Knowledge is power; most 
power costs something these days. It is 
bought with a price. Are we willing to 
pay the price for the great reward we are 
all hoping to receive? 

Elon College, North Carolina. 


‘ In God and in Christ 


BY REV. ARTHUR A. WRIGHT 


HAT wondrous union, what rich 
W blessed experience, what fabulous 
treasure find expression in these 
simple terms, “In God and in Christ.” Here 
“deep calleth unto deep” and “Unto the ut- 
most bound of the everlasting hills” the 
blessings prevail. Only the all knowing 
Spirit could ever express the fullness and 
glory, the blessedness and preciousness, the 
peace and power, the light and lcve result- 
ing from spirit union with God and Christ. 
Yet this is for man; to this he is called, and 
to this end have been all the ages with their 
travail and groaning. “God kath made of 
one blood all nations of men for to dwell on 
all the face of the earth, and hath deter- 
mined the times before appcinted, and the 
bounds of their habitation; that they should 
seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after 
him, and find him.” 
Saddest of all that is sad is the alienation 
of man from God through the ignorance 








(r ») 
I SHALL NOT GO ALONE 


HEN comes the hour, to me un- 
known, 
When my allotted time has flown, 
And I must then go out alone— 
O mystery so dark!|— 
How shall I breast the surging sea 
That marks this earthly boundary? 
And what bright star will shine for 
me, 


To guide my fragile bark? 


I shall not go out all alone 

Into the dark and dim unknown; 

For he who never leaves his own 
Will still be with me there. 

And though I cannot now foresee 

If rough or calm the tide may be, 

My Savior will be there with me 
To banish anxious care. 


I shall not venture all alone 

The narrow sea whose waters moan; 

For Christ, my Pilot, tried and known, 
Will guide me through the foam; 

Aye, he will hold me by the hand, 

And calm the waves by his command, 

Until we reach the shining strand 


Where I shall be safe Home. 


—Edgar Cooper Mason, in 
The Presbyterian. 














. 








that is in him. And all the more so because 
he is not far from anyone of us, “for in 
him we live, and move, and have our being.” 
In God physically, out of God spiritually 
and psychically, this is the source of all hu- 
man ill, of all discord and strife, of all mur- 
muring and dissatisfaction. With restless, 
feverish activity man seeks for light, for 





love, for power. In the great world about 
him; in the hidden chambers of his own be- 
ing; without, within man seeks, anywhere, 
everywhere but in God. “God is not in all 
his thoughts.” Like a stray sheep taking 
any path but the right one; like a boy lost 
in the dense forest going first this way, then 
that, but never straight home, so is man. 
Ever seeking the promised land, yet ever liv- 
ing in the wilderness, and still doth God at- 
tend in pillar of cloud by day, and pillar of 
fire by night. A deceiving spirit has led him 
astray and keeps him bewildered. “The spir- 
it that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy.” Man 
desires what God has, but desires not God; 
desires to be a god, but Ged he seeks not. 
He envies God for what he has, seeking his 
not him. Yet a light gleams in the dark- 
ness and shines at his feet; a voice cries 
from the temple and in the wilderness, at 
the city gate and in the chief places of con- 
course; an unseen hand makes out the way 
before him, but man goes on as they who 
neither see, hear, or feel. Man lives to all 
about him, is alive to himself, but dead to 
Ged. Over him the God of his being weeps 
as Rachel for her children, refusing to be 
comforted because they are not, or, like the 
blessed Savior at Jerusalem, because they 
refused to be gathered. 


What more can God do than he has done? 
The invisible things of God are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are 
made, even to his eternal power and god- 
head; so that they are without excuse. By 
his prophets he hath pleaded from the 
world’s foundation. He was with the first 
and will be with the last, “The same yes- 
terday, today, and forever.” At undry 
times and in divers manner he spake in 
times past by his prophets, in these latter 
days by his Son and them that heard him. 
Not by words only, but by a life at once ideal 
and inimitable, by a death sacrificial and 
atoning, by a resurrection gloricus and as- 
suring, has he spoken by his Son. 

In deeds great beyond utterance has God 
manifested his love and pleaded with man- 
kind. And by them that heard him has be 
called unto men. Even as the beloved John 
writes, “That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ.” 

Man’s sad state cannot be laid at the gate 
cf God. He hath done what he could. “The 
true light now shineth.” This is the con- 
(Continued on page twenty-one) 
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At Prayer Time 


Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven.—Matt. 6: 19. 


oO 


“Store up your riches in heaven,” is the 
way the sentence occurs in a recent trans- 
lation (Goodspeed). Anyway you put it, the 
statement points out that there are other 
forms of wealth than money. We have long 
urged, though poorly practiced it, that the 
propertyless man may still possess many im- 
perishable qualities and satisfying attitudes 
that make for a worthy existence. Soul is 
not measured by bank accounts, acres of 
land, stocks and bonds, or by any other form 
of commercial or industrial holdings. 

There is no sin in ownership, of course. 
So far, it seems that men and women work 
better, find a larger happiness, and can do a 
greater good in the world if they have reas- 
onable privileges of owning something. Own- 
ing a home, a farm, or having some share 
in some material enterprise can be an asset 
to personality when such holdings are right- 
ly obtained, well controlled, and as long as 
they do not throw life out of balance. 

But life is not measured in ownership. 
And yet in face of that, it is a sad reflec- 
tion to see indications that the propertyless 
man is finding himself in difficult emergen- 
cies today. Increased demands for skill, 
greater dangers of fluctuations in employ- 
ments, intensified competition, makes it hard 
for the maw who has neither skill nor funds 
to establish him in our sccial processes. 

In fact, one could give a deflection to this 
admonition of Jesus and see it work reason- 
ably well. Lay not up for yourselves treas- 
ures in banks, in bonds, or in real estate; 
but lay up treasures in terms of skill, social 
relationships, pulls, popularities, etc.! De- 
velop for yourselves capacities to engineer 
big enterprises, and “sell yourself,” “believe 
in yourself,” learn how “to deliver the 
goods!” 

Now what is right, and what is wrong, 
with propositions like that? Interesting— 
and confusing—admixtures we have in our 
everyday attitudes. Quests to which people 
gave themselves were reasonably few in the 
day of Jesus. There are many more today; 
and the ethics of gold and the ethics of spir- 
it seem crudely but almost inextricably 
thrown together at times. 


o 


His gifts are greater than my dreams, 
The gifts of God to me; 

As countless as the sunset gold, 
As boundless as the sen. 


I ask a part, he gives the whole 
Himself, and all beside: 
His loving-kindness overflows my soul 
In rushing as the tide. 
—Anon. 
oO 


Difficulties confront us when we try to 
make application of the “treasures in heav- 
en” phrase. Anyone can see easily where 


there can be a good deal of selfishness in- 
volved in trying to lay up even such a sture 


+ 


as that. Fortunately we are getting past 
the inférest in the number of stars in our 
crowns: In fact, we do not care fcr crowns 
any more. Spiritual wealth is made of finer 
stuff. We are not much pleased about pros- 
pects of having the poor of the world today 
become the rich and aristocratic class in 
heaven. That would make heaven but lit- 
tle better than our present divided world, 
only that the classes would be inverted. 

But difficulties lie deeper than that. One 
of them is to determine just what are the 
forms of wealth to be sought for. You say, 
“the virtues”—such as honesty, no doubt. 
Well, the honest man may be “king o’men” 
to this day. But “for a’ that” he has been 
the uncrowned king. And if there are no 
other qualifications tc recommend a person, 
there isn’t much chance for the honest man 
getting much in the way of recognition or 
satisfaction of life today. 

What we mean is this: there are so many 
things demanded of life now. Honesty still 
may be a merit demanding a premium, but 
if a person has not other equipment he is 
in a hard lot. “I’ll do anything tc earn an 
honest dollar” were words that were spoken 








Lord, let me not be too content 

With life in trifling service spent— 
Make me aspire! 

When days with petty cares are filled 

Let me with fleeting thoughts be thrilled 
Of something higher! 


Help me to long for mental grace 
To struggle with the commonplace 
I daily find. 
May little deeds not bring to fruit 
A crop of little thoughts to suit 
A shriveled mind, 
—Selected. 

















\ 





‘to me by a man in hard circumstances some 


months ago. Those words fell heavily upon 
me. As far as I knew then, and as far as 
I have been able to discover since, the man 
wants to take honest means to get a living. 
No work is tco humble, and he is satisfied 
with less pay than some of his tasks merit. 
An honest man! I admire him. But he will 
always have a sadly uneven battle for a liv- 
ing. 
a | 

Fortunately there are many more things 
than money that men and women are work- 
ing for. After all, it is cnly the few who 
allow property to turn them into sounding 
brass. Thousands work for the happiness 
of loved ones. 

Many others work hard in sheer joy of 
adding something to the achievement of 
their day—the fine experience of helping out 
in the work of the world. No matter what 
one’s task may be, it is usually looked upon 
as being worthy of being done well. Nor is 
there anything in this that is wide the mark. 
Such character in one’s work assures char- 
acter even in the product. 

Work tc many is a means whereby they 
may get enough to live on and still have 
enough to serve some of the unselfish pur- 
poses there are in life. We could have no 
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successful Golden Rule Sundays or other 
benevolent enterprises if there were not 
many who looked upon their work with some- 
thing of this in mind. 

Religion has other ideals, at least other 
names for them, for its adherents. There is 
something to the realization one has that 
some infinite purpose is everywhere and that 
it offers opportunity for anyone to serve 
these purposes who wishes to do so. And 
there are many who sense their high calling 
so clearly that offerings of better privileges 
and greater recognitions in other lines of 
work will not swerve them from their pur- 
pose to live and work in the name of reli- 
gion—even their Christian faith. 

Since there are so many worthy motives 
still stirring the hearts of people, one won- 
ders if there has not been a larger fulfill- 
ment of the principle of Jesus than we usu- 
ally think. 


oO 


If life has naught for us beyond this earth— 
few brief, zestful years, then rayless 


nignt; 

If _ ayy buoys our hearts, that inner 
ight, 

Is but a hope which in our fear has birth; 

If only these we have: bright childhood’s 
dreams, 

Ycuth’s forward urge, 
doughty deeds, 

Then sweet old age, which loving memory 
feeds— 

These are enough, though false all future 
gleams. 

To view one dawn is worth a 
price; 

To greet one spring, that will long griefs 
repay; 

To trust one friend makes glad a pilgrim 
way; 

Though night come fast, these will 
hearts suffice. 

They will suffice—and yet, beyond the night, 

There waits a Day of days, an undreamed 
Light! 


strong manhood’s 


lifetime’s 


our 


—Anon. 
o 
Whoever rears a child in a way that 
promises good citizenship and an interest in 
moral progress has given something unfail- 
ing to the world. In the process there are 
doubtless personal developments, both in the 
parent and in the child, that shall never fail. 
Even so, it must be true that spiritual 
achievement, whatever it is, is something 
that cannot be taken away. Just as “they 
that are wise shall shine as the stars for- 
ever and ever” so shall any worth-while ef- 
fort or life be unfailing. 
o 


O for a man to rise in me, 
That the man that I am 
May cease to be. 
—Tennyson. 
oO 


Our God, our hope in ages past, our hope 
for years to eome, we see in thee great mean- 
ings toward which our own existence can be 
pointed. Weare glad that the fact of great 
things to live for give us vision of an inf- 
nite life. We are thankful for our material 
blessings also. Help us to use them as means 
toward the abiding experiences that we may 
find every day, through Christ. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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The General Convention 


Rey. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





HE offering of the churches to “The 

General Convention Fund” is due to be 
taken on the second Sunday in January. 
The call will be issued by Rev. Warren H. 
Denison, D. D., the incoming Secretary, to 
whom all money should be «sent, and all 
communication addressed on and after Jan- 
uary 1, 1927. 





There was never more need of, and never 
a greater reason for, co-operation than now. 
The current fund of the Convention is well 
nigh exhausted, and the program of service 
has been enlarged and cannot be made ef- 
fective without the co-operation of all our 
churches. Let us all go forward together. 





The Convention has been at great expense, 
not a penny of which has been spent un- 
necessarily. The printing of the depart- 
mental reports, and the reports of the com- 
mittees; the meeting of the program com- 
mittee; the printing of the program, and 
the “Convention Song Book,” cost more 
than a thousand dollars. It was a great 
Convention, and costing all it did, it was 
worth all it cost. 





A new quadrennium is just beginning, 
with a few new officers, an enlarged pro- 
gram, and a hopeful outlook, and every pas- 
tor and every church, and every member of 
every church, should feel a full share of re- 
sponsibility and a keen sense of pleasure in 
co-operating to bring to the full measure 
of success the plans and purposes of the 
Convention. Doctor Coffin remains at the 
head of affairs, which fact of itself inspires 
confidence, and the new Secretary is so 
widely and so well known that no one need 
doubt either his devotion to his task or his 
ability to perform it. Let every man, as 
did the men of Gideon’s three hundred, stand 
in his place, and, breaking his pitcher and 
letting his light shine, shout, The sword of 
the Lord and of us. 





The Near East Relief offering is, so far, 
coming in quite good. There should be no 
relaxing of interest in the work we are do- 
ing for the suffering children of that land 
that was once and forever made sacred by 
the visible presence of our Lord and the 
preaching of the early apostles. 





The “Proceedings” of the Convention is 
now ready for distribution. It is a book of 
four hundred pages, and contains a full re- 
port of all that was done by the Convention 
at Urbana. The reports of the various 
committees are given as read, followed by 
the action of the Convention; the entire 
list of officers and members; the minutes 
in full? the proceedings of The Christian 
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Publishing Association; the Woman’s Board 
for Home and Foreign Missions; the statis- 
tics by conferences; in a word, a complete 
history of the Convention from the opening 
to the closing. There are fewer than two 
hundred of the books for sale. The book 
will cost a little more than four dollars a 
volume, and from ten to thirteen cents post- 
age, and yet they may be obtained at Fifty 
cents each, until the edition is exhausted. 
If you want a book, you had better order 
at once. Until December 31, send your or- 
ders to J. F. Burnett, Dayton, Ohio. From 
that date to Rev. Warren H. Denison, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


Remittances for November, 1926 


Whole Number of Remittances ............00-eees 
Wee GREED. cc ccccccsccccesecveccseccsoseseves 
General Convention ........cceseeesececes 
Christian Education ......ccccccccccccccs 
Bieens BEMEOMS cccvccccecccccceseasecouse 
Aged Ministers’ Home . 
Federal Council ....... 
Near East Relief ..... ‘ 
IIE 55 hn 0 snnews ds eeaabanesesesad 6 
Christian HGWention ...cccccccsccccceseces 
PD: a nddneuwne Whee 4064000600) 00 5b600% 
BE OEE DEE nv seKvecccvanedsescosvese 
From Christian Endeavor Societies 
eee ee errr 
From Conferences .........eeeeeee » 
General Convention .......cccccccccccccece 
NE SREIEE wiv oe sn ses ndssesevswscuchhewns 
SEE SEO, cccnedudnsenetecpwesoue 
CINCERENE TORNGNIOO . coccccccedvcccceseces 
DO NEE Sabin Gd Wacde eben cocceien ss 


Received for Near East Relief 


November, 1926 


Mt. Sterling Church, Ohio ............... 
Hapey theme, G. T., MN. GC. occ cccsccaccs 
Mt. Sterling Church, Ohio ........ ae 
Hagerstown Church, Ind. ...... 
New Hope S. S., Ind. ........... 
Columbus Church, Ohio ............ RAS 

SO ee ere J 
PRmnO TNPE, TOE. once cccicccecscccctsecc 3.25 









Personal Gifts 
WS  ‘ncaunsarweecskewesuseueisaense 30.00 





Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma 8. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





A World Fellowship of Intercession 


RIDAY, March, 4, 1927, is announced as 

the Day of Prayer for Missions. For 
years women of America have observed the 
first Friday in Lent as a day of prayer. In 
1927, the observance will be world wide. In 
the response to the call issued by the Coun- 
cil of Women for Home Missions and the 
Federation of Woman’s Boards of Foreign 
Missions, letters have been received from 
Great Britain, Europe, China, Japan, India, 
Korea, and other lands revealing the long- 
ing of the hearts of the women of the world 
for a World’s Day of Prayer for Missions. 

It is hoped that in tens of thousands of 
cities and communities in America, women 
of all denominations and all races will meet 
for prayer on March 4. A special program, 
“Pray Ye Therefore,” has been prepared. 
The price will be announced next month. 

A call to prayer is printed in a separate 
leaflet which contains also a Cycle of Prayer. 
It is hoped that hundreds of thousands of 
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women will follow this cycle of prayer for 
weeks in advance and that daily prayer with 
the women of the world will become a fixed 
habit. Copies of the Call to Prayer should 
be ordered for distribution immediately.— 
The Missionary Review of the World. 

Orders for the literature for the observ- 
ance of the Day of Prayer should be sent 
to Mrs. Emma S. Powers, 515 C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. 


Junior Department 

E have had word of some good things 

that our Junior Superintendent is doing. 
She is sending our bulletins to each local so- 
ciety, thus supplying information needed, 
and also instructions that will help in the 
promotion of the work. This means quite a 
bit of extra work for the superintendent to 
prepare the many needed copies of the bulle- 
tins which are multigraphed by herself. We 
are sure that this extra work will mean 
much for the work of the department. 

The Junior Goals for this year are for 
Americanization (Haverhill), $250.00; and 
for Industrial work in Porto Rico, $250.00. 
We trust that, with plenty of encouragement 
and concerted action, the Juniors may be 
able to reach the goals assigned to them. 
Juniors have plenty of enthusiasm, and with 
proper guidance they shall win. 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Christmas Greetings 
HE Secretary of this Bureau wishes he 
could take the hand of every one of our 
pastors, and each convention, conference, 
and local church stewardship secretary and 
personally extend kindest Christmas greet- 
ings and holiday good wishes. That he can- 
not do; but he does in this next best way, 
from his heart, wish for each one of you 
rich Christmas joys. He knows no greater 
wish than that you may be faithful stewards 
of the manifold grace of God and induce 
others to become stewards of life and prop- 
erty. ‘ 
United Stewardship Council Defines a 
Stewardship Church 


RGENT requests have come for such defi- 

nition, and at the annual meeting last 
month the following was unanimously 
adopted: 


A Stewardship Church is one which— 


1. Includes in its annual program the 
teaching of the scriptural principles of 
stewardship, and 

2. Enrolls as proportionate givers those of 
its members who devote a definite pro- 
portion of their income, ordinarily at 
a a tenth, to extend the Kingdom of 


Going Forward 
ILE this is being written, all the 
boards that make up the General Board 
are in session here at Headquarters. If all 
our people could see the great problems that 
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face these boards which administer our 
work; if all could realize something of the 
mighty opportunities that now confront our 
church; if you could sit with these boards 
day and night for some four days and share 
their heartache for the work, you would 
pray earnestly for the work, give more for 
it, co-operate more heartily than ever be- 
fore. 

We have entered upon a new quadren- 
nium, the new year of 1927 is at our thresh- 
old. May we have your heartiest co-opera- 
tion. Your brethren, your executives, your 
boards, are doing their very best to plan, 
direct, and carry forward worthy plans for 
the Kingdom. They are doing their part 
heroically and well. We bespeak just as fine 
a spirit, as earnest loyalty, as generous giv- 
ing of self and money as they are giving. 

This is the annual Stewardship Period in 
the Christian Church. It is most reassuring 
to see how many pastors are really making 
it a worth-while matter in their churches to 
the delight and uplift of their people. More 
than one hundred pastors and workers 
bought books and helps at the Urbana Con- 
vention. At some of the conferences goodly 
numbers have been purchased. Letters tell 
of sermons, study classes, pageants. In- 
quiry for literature indicates an increasing 
interest. Some got started late and have 
not had their enrollment day yet for tithers. 
This is important, as are the study classes. 
We are anxious to hear how many tithers 
you have enrolled in your church. Please 
write us, and tell how you conducted your 
enrollment. Hundreds of our folks are 
learning that stewardship is not making a 
contribution to the work of the Kingdom, 
even a larger offering than formerly, but 
that it is dividing rightly the profits with 
the Lord. We hope these November and 
December stewardship days are rich with 
blessing to you and your people. 


‘ In the Field 

INCE the close of the Convention your 

Secretary has assisted the Franklin, Vir- 
ginia, Church inaugurate the every-member 
canvass; presented stewardship at the East- 
ern Virginia Conference in Maryland; con- 
ducted the financial campaign and dedica- 
tion services of the Hagerstown, Indiana, 
Church, raising over $15,000; attended the 
annual United Stewardship Council meet- 
ing at Wheeling, West Virginia, and at- 
tended the General Board meeting of the 
Christian Church. 


Stewardship Book for Christmas 

would call to your attention the im- 
portance of using a good stewardship 
book for a Christmas present. There are 
splendid ones for all ages and we would like 
to tell you about them. We desire to have 

a good stewardship book in every home. 

o 

“In nature the growth of life depends 
upon sunshine, but in grace the soul often 


blossoms into fullness of life when we are 
walking through the valley of shadows.” 


. 
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Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





HE committee on Foreign Missions at the 

Urbana General Convention made the 
follcwing recommendations which were 
adopted by the Convention and which de- 
serve our careful study: 


1. That we seek a more intimate knowl- 
edge of, and acquaintance with, native lead- 
ers among our workers in Japan and Porto 
Rico, and that with this in view our Mission 
Board take steps necessary to bring to cur 
next session in 1930 one or more of these 
leaders from each of our mission fields. 

2. That the Department of Foreign Mis- 
sions receive larger and more prayerful can- 
sideration from all constituent bcdies com- 
posing this Convention, and that they be 
urged to at least double their budget for, and 
appropriations to, foreign missions during 
the coming quadrennium. 

8. That our colleges and schools be urged 
to make missicnary education a vital and 
fundamental part of their program of reli- 
gious education. 

4. That the Mission Board direct special 
effort toward putting missionary education 
in all the Sunday-schools and Christian En- 
deavor societies of the constituent bodies of 
this Convention, and in connection with this 
program of education that at least one of- 
fering a month in all Sunday-schools and 
Endeavor societies be requested for missions. 

5. That we set as our goal, and to this 
end direct our devotions, a ten percent in- 
crease in our missionary staff, particularly 
in naticnal workers in our present fields, 
each year of the coming quadrennium. 

That we pledge to our Mission Beard 
our loyalty and our willingness to co-operate 
in the great task assigned them by this Con- 
vention. 

7. That we continue to co-operate with 
the united enterprise on the foreign field as 
in the past and cn a larger scale as funds 
and recruits may be available for such. 
(Here was also included a resolution too 
long to print, but which endorsed the prin- 
ciple of a closer federation of missions work- 
ing in Porto Rico and referring the same 
to the Foreign Missicn Board for action af- 
ter approval by the General Board, when the 
Foreign Mission Department and the Porto 
Rico Mission shall decide that the time is 
ripe for entering such a federation.) 

8. That we approve the recommendation 
coming before this Convention from ancther 
source that our Woman’s Board be made a 
part of the General Board with proper rep- 
resentation on the Mission Board, that our 
work of missions may nct only be co-ordi- 
nated, but unified in administration. 

We highly commend the work of our 
young people’s congresses and our Sunday- 
school and Christian Endeavor conventions 
in their untiring and constant endeavcr to 
make the work of missions prominent and 
permanent in the minds and activities of 
our youth. It is a widely observed experi- 
ence cf the youth of the Church at the pres- 
ent time that they have an avidity for mis- 
sionary work and endeavor, and this spirit 
should certainly be cultivated in all assem- 
blies where the youth of the Church are 
gathered. 

10. That with letters and friendly re- 
minders we constantly seek tc cultivate a 
better acquaintance with, and thus a more 
loving loyalty and devotion to, our workers 
on the field, both national and foreign, and 
thus show a most: lively interest in the wel- 
fare of the task committed to them. 
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11. That we realize the supreme need in 
missions to be prayer, and tc this end we put 
on our prayer lists, individually and collec- 
tively, our mission workers, our missionaries, 
and the dear ones included in the mind and 
heart of God in that Kingdom without fron- 
tiers, which Kingdom itself is being built 
upon prayer. 


Next week we hope to give you some of the 
actions of the recent meeting of the Foreign 
Mission Board which show what we plan 
for the coming year. 





Christian Education 


Dr. W. A. Harper, Secretary 





HE Board of Christian Education met 

in Dayton, November 30 to December 2, 
with the following members present: Dr. W. 
A. Harper, Dr. F. G. Coffin, Dr. A. G. 
Caris, Dr. S. L. Beougher, Rev. R. C. Clark, 
Dr. Hugh A. Smith, Rev. E. B. Flory, Dr. 
W. G. Sargent, Dr. R. C. Helfenstein. Three 
members found it impossible to attend the 
meeting: Dr. A. B. Kendall, Mr. M. Orban, 
Jr., and Dr. H. Shelton Smith. Reports for 
the past year were discussed and plans for 
the future made. Among the outstanding 
things reported to the General Board and 
approved by that body are the following: 

1. The electicn of secretaries and editors 
for the ensuing quadrennium. Dr. Harper 
was elected editor-in-chief of our Christian 
educational periodicals, and editor of The 
Journal of Christian Education. Mr. El- 
dredge continues as editor of the Young 
People’s Quarterly, Sunday School Herald, 
and managing editor of the Christian edu- 
cational periodicals. Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein 
was chosen again as editor of The Bible 
Class Quarterly; and Mrs. Bullock, editor 
of the Children’s Division literature. Miss 
Lucy M. Eldredge will carry on the work 
as secretary of the Young People’s Division, 
while taking special work in Boston Uni- 
versity this winter, and an office secretary 
will care for the detail of office work at 
headquarters. The Board also approved the 
election of a General Secretary and Secre- 
tary of Higher Education as soon as plans 
and arrangements can be made by the Col- 
lege Committee. 


2. The nine summer schools of previous 
years are to be continued and vigorously 
promoted, and a tenth added in the Union 
Christian College territory. 

3. A program for our Young People’s 
work during 1927, built around the general 
theme, “Youth in Partnership With Jesus 
Christ,” was approved and plans made to 
make possible a conference of Young Peo- 
ple’s Congress leaders, December 30 and 
31, in Dayton. 

4, New blank was presented for applica- 
tion for scholarship aid, and approved 
printed. 

5. The third Sunday in January was ap- 
pointed as Day of Prayer for colleges. 

6. The promotion of Life Service Day in 
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co-operation with Board of Evangelism was 
approved. 
. 7. The report of the Board of Trustees 
of Union Christian College, presented by 
President E. A. Watkins, outlining plans 
for reopening the school in September, 1927, 
as a Training School for Pastors and lay 
workers, was approved. 

8. Plans were made for improving our 
Sunday-school literature. 


Meeting of Young People’s Congress 
Leaders 


HERE will be a meeting of the leaders 
in Young People’s Congress work from 
all sections of our church in Dayton, De- 
cember 30 and 31. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss plans for young peo- 
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ple’s work throughout the Christian Church 
for 1927, and to discover best ways of or- 
ganizing, promoting, and carrying on the 
work of the Young People’s Congress so 
that every local church group may be chal- 
lenged and that all phases of the program 
of our General Convention may be included 
in our young people’s program. Details of 
this meeting may be secured from Miss 
Lucy M. Eldredge, C. P. A. Building, Day- 
ton, Ohio. Leaders interested in our young 
people’s work will be welcomed; and for 
the Young People’s Congress president, or 
designated representative from each confer- 
ence, arrangements for sharing the expense 
of coming will be made if workers get in 
touch at once with Miss Eldredge. Full 
program for this conference will be sent to 
anyone requesting it. 


Christian Stewardship 
A SPECIAL LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1926 
Matt. 7:21-27, and Luke 12:42-48 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. ‘s 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Moreover it is required of 
stewards that a man be found faithful.— 
1 Cor. 1:2. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, December 20—Matt. 25:1-13. 
Tuesday, December 21—Luke 12:32-41. 


Wednesday, December 22—Luke 12:15- 
21 


Thursday, December 23—Matt. 25:14-29. 

Friday, December 24—Luke 19:12-26. 

Saturday, December 25—Luke 16:1-12. 

Sunday, December 26—Matt. 7:21-27; 
Luke 12:42-48. 











A WORSHIP SERVICE 


Music of Holy Night. 
Model Prayer—Chanted or recited. 


Hymn—"O Come, All Ye Faithful,"” No. 73 
in “Worship and Song.” 


Matthew 7:21-27—-Read by a young woman 
home from college for Christmas. 


Luke 12:42-48—Read by a young man home 
from college for Christmas. 

Hymn—"Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne,” 
No. 95 in “Worship and Song.” 

Prayer—By superintendent. Thanks for Je- 
sus and his faithfulness to his trust and for 
our responsibility to carry on for him, and 
prayer for grace one day to be able to 
say, ‘It is finished.” 


Missionary Superintendent—Sunday-school 
mission offerings for this year and last. 

Superintendent—Christmas greetings. 

Hymn—"Joy to the World,” No. 278 in 
“Worship and Song.” 

Lesson Study. 


Lord, Lord 


OME people think that entrance into the 
Kingdom is by some kind of a password 

or shibboleth, such as Lord, Lord. It may 
be the way one observes an ordinance, or 
the way one is received into a church, or a 
creed in which one believes, or a ritual by 


which one worships, or a gift one gives. 
But entrance into this Kingdom is not by 
external things, as valuable as any or all of 
them may be, and as inevitable as some of 
them will be. It is deeper than that. 


Doeth the Will 


This is obedience, splendid, dutiful obedi- 
ence. Yes, but it is even more than that. 
It. is working in harmony with the plan of 
God and doing the thing he would will or 
choose, no matter whether we had been com- 
manded to do it or not. And that is true 
stewardship. That superintendent (stew- 
ard) of the factory or plant or business is 
not always waiting for the commands of 
his president, but he seeks to know the pur- 
pose, as though it were his very own. Are 
you governed by the commands of God, or 
are you seeking to know and do the will of 
God? 


Work Iniquity 


It is possible to do everything that par- 
ents demand, and yet be a son who works 
iniquity in the home by a cold indifference 
to the heart longings of father and mother. 
“All these things have I observed,” said that 
model of Jewish righteousness, but he went 
away working iniquity against the loving 
desire of Jesus. If you are a good Christian 
steward, you will keep the commandments, 
but you may be a model of morality, and 
yet unfaithful to your trust and a worker 
of iniquity. 


House on the Rock 


“He knoweth our frame and remembereth 
that we are dust,” and he knoweth what is 
in us and of what kind of stuff character 
is made. So he has a loving plan for each 
one of us. If we build into his plan and 
work out his desires, then we shall have 
a character built that can stand the storms 
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of the ages., The thing that God wills or 
desires or chooses for you is the bedrock of 
Christian character and stewardship. 


God Sets Us Over 


He does not do the work himself, and 
never has since man became a living soul. 
Even the Garden of Eden was to be tilled 
by Adam (man). It was God’s garden but 
he has entrusted its use to us. Thus man is 
the overseer or steward. But God comes 
to his gardén again when the day is over 
to see what has been done. So, then, each 
one of us “shall give an account.” 


Food in Due Season 


God sets us over things and places re- 
sponsibility upon us, but it also involves 
our service to others. The steward in the 
Luke passage was to be responsible for serv- 
ice to others. Thus in our stewardship we 
must think of others, if we are to be true 
to our trust. You have a real responsibility 
in evangelism, formative and reformative; 
in missions, home and foreign; in religious 
education, college, Sunday-school, and Chris- 
tian Endeavor. We must give food, and we 
must give it in due season. 


Blessed. ... So Doing 


What would the world do without those 
folk who just work away. They make no 
plays to the grand stand. Indeed, they give 
but little thought to who is looking on. They 
just go on loyally playing the game. They 
are not easily hurt, nor have they wounds 
without cause. They love their Lord and 
are glad to be stewards of his, and they are 
ever found “so doing.” 


Over All That He Hath 


The reward of doing work well is more 
work to do, and of bearing responsibility 
faithfully, more responsibility. If we are 
true to our trusts, still greater trusts will 
be given us. Yes, dear soul, burdened with 
so much work and so many duties, will you 
not see that that is just God’s way of 
crowning you with honor? Over all that 
he hath? Yes; there is nothing too good 
for you, stewards, if you are faithful. 


Noblesse Oblige 


That is a great phrase. Rank does im- 
pose obligation. The more ability you have, 
the more money, the more time, the more 
children; the greater education, the higher 
office; the greater the beauty, the more 
powerful personality—the greater is your 
responsibility to your fellows, and the 
greater return as stewards you must make 


to God. 
o 


“Character is measured not by results, but 
by quality. Appearances deceive us: God 
searches the motive. Not by the little or 
much we do or fail to do, are we judged, 
but by our intentions, by our fidelity or un- 
faithfulness. Representing the majesty of 
duty, no deed is trivial. It indicates loyalty 
or treason towards the Most High.” 
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The Past Year—Its Lessons; the New—lIts Possibilities 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 26, 1926 
Deut. 8:1-6; Phil. 3:13, 14 


BY REV. A. B, KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

Divide your society into two groups equal in num- 
bers and as nearly equal in ability as possible. Have 
the year ‘1926’ in large figures at one end of the 
room and the figures ‘1927’ at the other end of 
the room. Have one group face the figures, 1926, 
and the other the date, 1927. Have a leader for each 
group. Let the nineteen-twenty-sixers take the first 
part of the meeting. They will read the Scripture 
lesson in Deuteronomy and discuss the first part of 
the topic, ‘“‘The Past Year—Its Lessons.” They will 
arrange their music, selecting their hymns and con- 
ducting their part of the meeting just as though that 
was all there was to the topic. The nineteen-twenty- 
seveners will then take up their part of the program 
and read the lesson in Philippians and develop their 
topic, “The New Year—Its Possibilities.’’ 

Reserve about ten minutes at the close for New 
Year resolutions by all. It may be a good idea to 
have these resolutions written and placed in a box 
and then distributed among the members to read. 

Close with two prayers, one of praise for the past 
year, its blessings and lessons; and one of petition 
for grace and wisdom and strength and consecration 
to make the most of the possibilities of the new year. 
Sing softly with bowed heads, ‘‘He Leadeth Me” or 
“All the ‘Way My Saviour Leads Me,” or “Lead on, 
O King Eternal.” Each committee should adopt a 
goal for the year and present such goal at this meet- 
ing. 

Thoughts on the Theme 

Lessons From the Testing Times in the 
Past Year. Deut. 8:2. “To humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in 
thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his 
commandments or no.” Have there been ex- 
periences through the year that have hum- 
bled you? Well, perhaps you needed hum- 
bling. Most of us do at times. Pride is 
so subtle and slips into our lives in such a 
variety of guises. Sometimes it is pride in 
our family. And then some day some one of 
the family does some foolish thing or some- 
thing that brings disgrace upon the name 
of which we have been so proud, and Oh, 
how we are humbled. Do we learn the les- 
son that “pride goes before a fall?” Some- 
times pride of possessions takes possession 
of us. Suddenly something terrible happens 
and our cherished possessions go up in smoke 
or are lost in some financial deal, and we 
are driven closer to God or farther away 
from him. How have we stood the tests 
of the last year? 

Lessons From God’s Providences. “Suf- 
fered thee to hunger, and fed thee with 
manna.” Deut. 8:3. Has the year been 
marked by unfulfilled desires? Perhaps 
God has not fulfilled your desires in order 
that you may learn to depend upon him for 
the choice of what is best for you. The 
children of Israel had hungered for the 
leeks and onions and garlic of Egypt. These 
were not the food for God’s children. God 
had something infinitely better for them and 
he sent them the manna. How hard it is 
sometimes for us to learn that God knows 
better than we. Has the year taught you 
not to nfurmur when the thing you longed 
for has been denied? And have you been 
able to rejoice in the thing God has sent 
in its place? If so, you have learned a valu- 
able lesson. 


Lessons From God’s Chastisements. “As 


- 


a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy 
God chasteneth thee.” Deut. 8:5. Most of 
us need a great deal of correction by our 
Heavenly Father. And ofttimes, the only 
way he can correct our faults is to chastise 
us severely. Have we suffered losses this 
past year? Have we felt the cross bear 
down heavily upon us? Have we learned 
the lessons from the chastisements that our 
loving Heavenly Father intended us to 
learn? God is not desirous of chastising 
us. If he can bring about in our lives the 
things he desires there in any other way, he 
would prefer doing it in that other way; but 
when nothing else will do, he loves us too 
much not to chastise us. The Bible tells 
us that Jesus learned obedience by the 
things he suffered. Have the chastisements 
of the last year made you more obedient? 


The New Year—Its Possibilities 

“I press toward the goal for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 
Phil. 3:14. 

Have you set any goals for the year 1927? 
Here are some worthy ones: 

The Goal of Prayer. Resolve to pray more. 
Ask more largely of God than in any past 
year of your life. There is not too much 
petition in our prayers. We may beg too 
much for things for ourselves; the evil in 
that kind of praying is not too much peti- 
tion, but too much self-centered praying. 
We live in a world of great needs—needs 
that only a loving Heavenly Father can 
supply. We should pray that he may sup- 
ply the needs of this suffering, sinning, 
heart-broken old world. 

The Goal of Praise. We do not petition 
too much; we praise too little. How often 
we fail to say, “Thank you,” to God. We 
should praise him by gathering with God’s 
children in his hvouse and there singing 
songs of praise, and joining in the prayers 
of praise which ascend as sweet incense to 
God. 

The Goal of Service. The world needs 
the service of évery young man and woman 
in it. We are here to serve, and if we do 
not serve, we are failing in our divinely ap- 
pointed mission. 

“Oh this world is full of signs, 
Full of sad and weeping eyes; 


Help some fallen brother rise, 
While the days are going by. 


“If a smile we would renew 
As our journey we pursue; 
Oh the good we all may do, 
While the days are going by.” 

Resolve that you are going to be more 
helpful to those in need; more sympathetic 
toward those in sorrow; more charitable to- 
ward those who fall; more loving toward 
those who sin. There are the sick in every 
neighborhood to whom you may minister 
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comfort and cheer. 
your community whom you may lead to the 


There are the sinful in 


Saviour of men. There are the great mis- 
sionary enterprises of your church in which 
you ought to be deeply interested, and which 
you should help in every way possible. 
There are souls to be taught the word of 
life in the Sunday-school and in the com- 
munity. Prepare yourself to be a teacher. 


For Debate 


Resolved, That, we should never make 
New Year resolutions. 


For Discussion 


What lessons have you learned from the past year? 
(Give to several.) 

If you could live the past year over, what mistakes 
would you avoid? 

How may we turn our failures to our good? 

What benefits are to be derived from the setting 
of a goal? 

Is it wise to think of past failures? 

Is it wise to think of past successes? 

In what spirit should we think over the past year? 

In what spirit should we approach the New Year? 

What do you say of the individual who never 
learns from experience? 

What do you think of the person who never plans 
for the future? 

What are some of the possibilities before our soci- 
ety in the New Year? 

Are you planning for a ‘Watch-meeting 
this year in your society? Such a meeting 
properly planned and carried out may be 
of great spiritual blessing to the member- 
ship of your society. Do not let it run all 
to the social side; but be sure to spend the 
last moments of the old year and the first 
moments of the new in an earnest devo- 


tional service. 


Prayer 


RAYER must not be our chance work, but 

our daily business, our habit, and voca- 
tion. As artists give themselves to their 
models, and poets to their classical pursuits, 
so must we addict ourselves to prayer. We 
must be immersed in prayer as in our ele- 
ment, and so pray without ceasing. Lord, 
teach us so to pray that we may be more 
prevailing in supplication. 

The common fault with the most cf us 
is our readiness to yield to distractions. Our 
thoughts go roving hither and thither, and 
we make little progress towards our desired 
end. Like quicksilver, our mind will not hold 
together, but rolls off this way and that. 
How great an evil this is! It injures us, 
and what is worse, it insults God.—C. H. 
Spurgeon. 

| sa 


But what is love? I think the genuine 
article is wise, unselfish interest in other 
lives than our own: it is to be happy in 
their happiness. If I have but little happi- 
ness of my own, this is one way tc borrow 
some—by being glad in the gladness of 
others.—Charles G. Ames. 


oO 


When we grow away from childlikeness 
we are “in a decline.” “God resisteth the 


proud; he giveth grace to the humble.” The 
lowly make great discoveries; to them the 
earth is full of God’s glory —W. Charter 
Piggott. 
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False Values 





A Story 


BY MAUD MORRISON HUEY 


ERA ANDERSON was very grateful 
V inde that her roommate, Evelyn 

Cary, had invited her to spend the 
two-weeks’ vacation with her in Peoria, in- 
stead of making it inevitable that she must 
invite Evelyn to go home with her to Briar- 
wood place. 

Briarwood place was so old-fashioned. It 
was one of those big, rambling country 
homes, called picturesque, but that really 
was so inconvenient and horrid. Why, they 
hadn’t even running water in the house, 
but had to have washbowls and pitchers in 
all the bedrooms! There weren’t electric 
lights. What would Evelyn think of the 
funny flowered hanging lamp with glass 
spangles that hung over their library table; 
if she knew that this particular hanging 
lamp was the pride of her mother’s heart? 

Her parents were old-fashioned, too, and 
Vera was ashamed of them. It was an ugly 
fact, and one that she only faced in the 
secrecy of her own chamber, but it was 
nevertheless true. They liked the old- 
fashioned place and didn’t want it improved 
—preferred flower-boxes full of sweet 
blooming things, and clumps of hollyhocks 
and stone-bordered beds of flag, and peony, 
and bleeding-heart to a well-kept velvety 
lawn—liked the tangle of friendly vines 
along the porch, in spite of the fact that 
they had grown and interlaced into an 
unrecognizable mass. Didn’t want a thing 
changed, and didn’t want to change them- 
selves. Mother Anderson wore her hair 
in a little variegated twist that reminded 
you of a piece of molasses taffy, in spite 
of the prevailing fashions, and Father An- 
derson insisted upon wearing spats to the 
dinner table, and tucking his napkin into 
his shirt front. If she were to take Evelyn 
home, she knew that she would be mortified 
every minute of the time. 


The Carys were different. Vera was cer- 
tain that they were very stylish! They 
came of the old Southern aristocracy, and 
Evelyn often told of her father’s entertain- 
ing prominent men. Evelyn herself was 
lovely, tall, and graceful, and with a natural 
dignity, quiet of voice, and gracious in 
manner. Vera had fitted her with surround- 
ings of what she considered the greatest 
refinement, elegance, and good taste. She 
was sure that it was to no ordinary home 
that she had been invited to spend the 
holidays. 

It was with not a few qualms and a 
great deal of curiosity, therefore, that Vera 
heard them call the station, and saw Evelyn 
beginning to gather up their belongings. 

“I’m sure father will be at the station 
with the car. We'll be home now in a min- 
ute. I’m so anxious for you to see mother.” 
Evelyn’s face was shining with the antici- 
pated pleasure. The train stopped and 





there was the excitement of getting off. 
Vera was surprised to see Evelyn rush to 
embrace a man in a shabby overcoat with- 
out a particle of style to it, whose shoes 
were decidedly out of shape, and—could 
she believe it?—gaiters—not unlike those 
her own father wore from choice. But 
Mr. Cary! This did not at all conform to 
her mental picture. 


They were only a moment speeding up 
the shady avenues, and then they were stop- 
ping in front of a rather unpretentious 
brown house of the old Queen Anne model, 
and a plain little woman with her hair in 
a knot came hurrying down the walk, her 
hands wrapped up in a gingham apron. 

“My darling girl!” she cried, and Evelyn 
was in her arms and almost crying, she 
was so glad. ss 

“And this is Vera? I’m so glad you 
could bring her with you. Go right in, 
girls. I’ve got a little surprise inside 
for you, Evie.” She laughed and patted 
the girls up the walk. “You see, things 
were getting awfully shabby, and I knew 
you were bringing a friend home, and I 
said to father: ‘We’ll just have to fix up 
a little;’ so I’ve been papering, and we 
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WHEN RAIN COMES DOWN 


T’S been a dismal, dreary day!” 
How often you hear people say. 
And yet, with eyes that focus right, 
Dwells beauty there, aglow with light, 
When rain comes ,down. 


Each crystal drop on shrub and tree 

Some strange new jewel seems to be, 

And lights on city pavements wet 

Whole worlds of golden moons beget, 
When rain comes down. 


A little splash the raindrops make, 

As if the fairies, all awake, 

Had come with brilliant retinue 

To sing their merry songs for you, 
When rain comes down. 


The jaded streets that drink the rain, 
Like grass and leaves, grow young 
again; 
Bedraggled birds with hopeful voice— 
All these with all their might rejoice, 
When rain comes down. 


—Florice Chase Haight. 
S y 




















bought a new rug for the living room. I 
hope you'll like it.” She stood back with 
a little flourish of pride to display it—a 
tan background decorated with the pinkest 
of pink roses and the greenest of green 
leaves—a great cluster of them in the cen- 
ter and a border all around. 

“Oh, mother! How perfectly lovely.” 
Evelyn clapped her hands with an unusual 
enthusiasm. “It’s a dream!” 
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“Isn’t it, daugher? I thought it was 
just the loveliest rug I had ever seen. 
Aren’t those roses natural?” 

“You can fairly smell them,” Evelyn 
agreed. 

“They had a lot of dull, mixey patterns. 
The man said they were awful stylish, but 
I didn’t like them a bit—all zigzags and 
squares like a Chinese puzzle. I was a 
little afraid you’d like one of them best, 
seeing they’re so stylish, but I’m glad you 
don’t. You’re sure you wouldn’t have liked 
one of them best?” 

“Oh, no, mother! There couldn’t be any- 
thing prettier than this.” Evelyn’s tones 
of sincerity satisfied her mother. The per- 
fectly happy look came back to her face. 


The wall paper was cream and gold, and 
it, too, had garlands of pink and yellow 
roses and a_ gorgeous. set-out border. 
Against this the aristocratic Carys in gold 
frames looked out at Vera Anderson. 

“And how do you like my paper? This 
was my choice from among a hundred pat- 
terns. Isn’t it the cheerfulest thing ?—just 
like summer indoors. I know some folks 
are papering all in drabs and browns, but 
things can’t be too cheerful to suit me. 
It’s like dressing old folks in dull colors. 
The older they are, the more they need 
chirking up, it seems to me. Every strip of 
this paper I put on I couldn’t help thinking 
of you, Evie, out in the old garden at home, 
your hands just full of red and yellow 
roses, and I knew you’d like it.” 

“Oh, I do, mother. It’s beautiful. I love 
it.” Evelyn’s voice was deep with emotion. 

“I’m glad it pleases you, but you almost 
always are pleased with what pleases me, 
aren’t you, Evie, dear?” 

Up in their room that night, Vera asked 
Evelyn the question directly: “How could 
you do it? You knew it wasn’t the truth, 
and I knew it, too. How could you say 
you liked it, when you didn’t?” 

“Liked it? What wasn’t the truth, 
Vera?” Evelyn was serious. 

“You know you really thought that car- 
pet was horrid. You never would have 
selected it in a thousand years—all those 
impossible flowers and gaudy colors. How 
could you pretend that you thought they 
were lovely? Why didn’t you tell the truth, 
Evelyn Cary?” 

“I did tell the truth.” Evelyn turned her 
steady eyes upon her friend. “There are 
things that make things lovely besides just 
the pattern and color of them. To me that 
rug was lovely with mother’s love and 
sacrifice, her desire to surprise and please 
me. I’d have been blind indeed if I couldn’t 
have seen the beauty of it. Do you suppose 
if I could I would change that rug for any 
rug in any shop at any price? No, because 
mother selected it to please me, it is in- 
valuable. It isn’t just the pattern; nor the 
color, nor the price that makes things valu- 
able, Vera.” 

Vera’s head was down. She was thinking 
now how she had been ashamed of her own 
mother. 





















“Mother had filled the room with sun- 
shine and roses to make things more beau- 
tiful for my homecoming. Why should I 
even stop to think that roses in wall paper 
are not stylish, that dull rugs are the fash- 
ion, in the face of mother’s loveliness? 
Wouldn’t I be little and mean and ungrate- 
ful if I did? I didn’t. I shall always love 
that room, Vera, always. I shall be happy 
every time I go in it, thinking that I was 
big enough and whole enough to take noth- 
ing from mother’s pleasure in giving it to 
me. It’s love that makes things beautiful, 
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Vera, it’s sacrifice that makes them 
valuable.” 

“T’ve been awfully blind.” Vera laid her 
bowed head against her friend’s shoulder. 
“Il want you to spend the next vacation with 
me at Briarwood place. I want you to 
know my mother. I’ve been ashamed of 
her until now—now I know how proud I 
ought to be of her. It is for myself now 
that I feel ashamed,” and the pressure of 
Evelyn’s arm around her waist made her 
feel sure that in the future she would have 


the strength to atone.—Kind Words. 


Compared With Other Great Reforms 


By ELIZABETH TILTON, in Current History 


[Mrs. Tilton is the Legislative Chairman of the National Congress of 
Mothers and Parent-Teachers Associations.] 


ROHIBITION at its worst,” is what 
Pp Professor Irving Fisher says we are 

getting now. But it is worth while 
noting this fact: that, compared with other 
reforms, prohibition, at the age of six years, 
is no worse than they were in their remote 
infancy. If history reveals anything, it re- 
veals how slowly a timeworn custom gives 
ground. It shows that to enforce a new 
law against an old, deep-rooted custom takes 
about as long as to accumulate the senti- 
ment that passes the law. History shows 
that the enforcement of any one.of the 
laws that have ushered in a social revolu- 
tion had made almost no headway when 
that law was six years old. 

For example, let us cast our eye over 
that splendid panorama of the passing of 
a deeply entrenched custom in the Old 
Testament—idolatry. About 850-800 B. C., 
under the leadership of Amos and Hosea, 
“Thou shalt not bow down to any graven 
image!” got itself written down on the 
sheepskin of the time, the only paper then 
existent. But a hundred years later the 
Prophet Isaiah tells us that only the saving 
remnant, the few advanced minds, refused 
to worship idols. Another hundred years 
passes and we find the middle class fairly 
firm against idolatry. But Jeremiah tells 
us that the rich and the dregs are still un- 
converted to the one true God. Another 
hundred years passes and Israel finds it- 
self a captive in Babylon. Here we find 
the second Isaiah laughing outright at those 
who worship idols, pieces of wood that the 
workman carves and ‘paints. The custom 
has now descended, more or less, to the 
dregs of society. And in Proverbs, com- 
piled about 300 B. C., there is not even an 
admonition against idol worship. The cus- 
tom has apparently become extinct. But it 
was more than six years a-dying. 

The United States Constitution.—But let 
us come to revolutions nearer home. Take 
the American Constitution! Passed in 1787, 
it made us a nation on paper. It was 
twelve years old when George Washington 
died. So great then were our troubles with 
the French that thousands believed that the 


- 


Constitution could not become a working 
reality. John Marshall took up the fight 
to make us a genuine, working nation. He 
died when the Constitution was forty-eight 
years old. Two years before he died he 
wrote to his friend, Story: “What will be- 
come of us and our Constitution?” Later 
he wrote: “Our young men grow up with 
an erroneous impression, in the firm belief 
that liberty depends on constraining the 
Constitution into a League instead of a 
Government. They see nothing to fear from 
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THE SABBATH BELL 
HARK! the deep-toned bell is calling, 


Come, O come! 

Weary ones, wher’er you wander, 
Come, O come! 

Louder now and louder pealing, 

On the heart that voice is stealing, 
Come, nor longer roam. 


Now, again its tones are pealing, 
Come, O come! 
In the sacred temple kneeling, 
Seek thy home; 
Come, and round the altar bending, 
Love the place where God, descending, 
Calls the spirit home. 


3till the echoed voice is ringing, 
Come, O come! 

Every heart pure incense bringing, 
Hither come! 

Father, round thy footstool bending, 

May our souls to heaven ascending, 
Find in thee a home! 

—From Bulletin of First Church, 
Caldwell, Idaho. 























breaking these United States into numerous 
petty Republics.” But despite the fact that 
some States saw more money for themselves 
in going it alone than in going it together, 
when the Constitution was eighty years old 
it had become a working reality. 

Illicit Traffics——Not only does history 
show us that from one to two generations 
are required to build up enforcement of a 
new law, but it gives us examples of illicit 
traffics precisely like the one with which 
prohibition is conténding today. To give 
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one small instance, take the passing of the 
custom of having small boys as chimney 
sweeps in England. It was in 1773 that 
the good Thomas Hanaway, inventor of the 
umbrella, moved in Parliament to abolish 
the pernicious custom of sending boys of 
tender years up chimneys. But it was not 
until 1834 that anything was done, and 
then only this, that chimneys were no longer 
to be constructed too small for little boys 
to climb in easily. However, in 1842 a 
law was passed forbidding boys under twen- 
ty-one to climb. The British matron was 
outraged. She appeared before the House 
of Commons, in the person of a noted leader, 
and said that British housewives would use 
chimney sweeps, law or no law. Machinery 
soiled the furniture. A lively illicit traffic 
in chimney sweeps then sprang up. Little 
boys of tender years were smuggled through 
back alleys into the great houses of London 
and forced to climb. It was not until 1875, 
one hundred two years after the agitation 
began, that a law was passed with teeth 
enough in it to prevent this illicit traffic 
in small. boys. It was thirty-three years, 
that is, a generation after the first prohibi- 
tion became law, before it received genuine 
enforcement. 

Another striking example of the time it 
takes to enforce a good law and to sup- 
press an illicit traffic is shown in the his- 
tory of the African slave trade. In 1787, 
when the Constitution was written, there 
were those who hoped it would contain a 
prohibition against the African slave trade. 
But the best that could be got was that it 
should cease in twenty years, that is, on 
the last day of 1807. This was supposed 
to give all vested interests time to adjust 
themselves. But did they? They did not. 
The slave traffic with Africa legally ceased 
on December 31, 1807, only to rise up il- 
licitly. 

In 1810 Madison in his message called 
for more laws to suppress the illicit traffic. 
In 1817 Monroe, too, cried out for better 
control of this nefarious practice. In the 
thirties, we read, over 200,000 slaves were 
annually carried across the Atlantic. The 
people were moving west and they wanted 
these slaves to work the cotton fields. It 
was wholly a question of money. In the 
late fifties, it was voted at a Southern Con- 
ference to move for the abolition of the 
ban against importing Africans, because it 
was cheaper to import a grown slave than 
to bring up one to manhood. The man who 


, wanted the money in it fought hard, but 


“for the moment the interests win, in the 
end, the Idea.” In 1871 appeared in our 
Congressional Record the last act against 
the slave trade. It took, however, from 
1807 to 1871 ‘to enforce the law. But be- 
cause it was going to take time, because it 
was, at times, a fearful “mess,” the people 
of the United States did not, in order to 
get rid of the illicit traffic, reinstate the 
African slave trade. Rather they made 
war on the bootlegger in slaves until he 
was no more. 

Prohibition in Kansas.—Let us cite one 
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more instance of the time we have spent in 
building up enforcement of a new law. Let 
us take prohibition in Kansas. Kansas 
went dry in 1881. At first only a few rural 
places enforced the law. The cities usually 
ran wide open. Great carloads of beer en- 
tered Topeka. When State prohibition was 
not six years old, but twelve years old, the 
Canadian Government sent a commission to 
Kansas to see if prohibition were really 
helping. This commission reported that it 
could not make out whether things were 
better under prohibition or not (1893). Slow- 
ly, however, enforcement began to rise out 
in the counties, but even in 1901 the sa- 
joons were running wide open in the cities. 
This was not six years, but twenty years 
after prohibition had been introduced. Then 
up rose Mrs. Carrie Nation and began her 
assault on the plate glass mirrors of the 
open saloons of Wichita. Mother of mili- 
tants, she roused Kansas to where the cities 
began to come into line. But Kansas City 
was the rebel, like New York. It had to 
be closed up by the Governor, who in 1906 
sent Attorney General Trickett down there 
to padlock the saloons forcibly. A mob 
formed and threatened his life, but he went 
on padlocking. 

Thus a whole generation had passed be- 
fore the fight for enforcement was won. 
But won, it was because, instead of intro- 
ducing the Swedish system of beer and 
wine, Kansas made war on the bootlegger. 
In 1914, while the per capita consumption 
of alcohol in the United States was twenty- 
two gallons, that of Kansas was only about 
three gallons. But it was not done in six 
years. In six years prohibition in Kansas 
was at its worst, precisely as it is at its 
worst with us today. 

The fact is that a generation is the very 
shortest time in which we can hope to build 
up reasonable enforcement of a new law. 
When such a law is passed by the advanced 
majority, the unconvinced minority must 
slowly come to a realizing sense of the eco- 
nomic virtues of the new idea. The idea 
must ripen into custom. 

A study of the above struggles for en- 
forcement shows us that the big cities come 
last into the new reforms. The reason for 
this is that the big city has a too submerged 
middle class, the backbone of reform. But 
reform comes at last, for an economic idea 
will fight its way to the front anywhere. 
Had this not been the case, civilization would 
have died long ago. Prohibition came, like 
the Anti-Slave Trade act, when only the 
middle class was converted. The agitation 
now in the big cities means this, that the 
big city is at last taking notice of this great 
social reform. Given time it, too, will bow 
to the mandate of the backbone of the na- 
tion, to the economic necessity of prohibi- 
tion, but it cannot be done in six years. It 
may be done in a generation. 

o 


“Be what your friends think you are; 
avoid being what your enemies say you are; 
go right forward and be happy.”—Marcus 
Mills Pomeroy. 
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Christian-Congregational Meeting 


AST summer, committees from the Commission on Christian 
Unity of the Christian Church and from a similar commission 
of the Congregational Church met in joint session at Cleveland, 

Ohio, to discuss what might be done to deepen friendship and co- 
operation between the two bodies. The result of this meeting was 
the adoption of the following joint declaration, to which reference 
is made on page three. 


An informal discussion of the characteristics of the two denominaticns led 
to the following statements: 


1. As to relative size: The Congregationalists number 901,660; the Chris- 
tians 103,091. There are 5,826 Congregational Churches as against 1,134 Chris- 
tian Churches; there are 6,000 Congregational Sunday-schools and about 1,000 
Christian Schools. 

2. In organization: Each communion is representatively governed. 

3. As to ordination: Ministers of the Christian Church are ordained by a 
district gathering, virtually as Congregational ministers are coming very 
generally to be ordained. 

As to baptism: The Christian Church uses all methods of baptism ac- 
cording to the desire of the candidates. Immersion still has the greater prefer- 
ence, though there is an increasing tendency toward sprinkling. Since Chris- 
tian character alone is the basis of membership baptism is in nc case the method 
cf entrance into the church; therefore the Quaker is accepted without water 
baptism on an equal] footing with the immersionist. 

There would be opposition, perhaps quite strong, in the Christian Church 
to absorption by Congrtgationalism, but it wculd seem that the two churches 
could draw together in a very close fellowship which might in good time lead to 
some act of genuine union. The principal difficulty, aside from the matter of 
name, would arise in the fairly definite belief by many of the Christian denomi- 
naticn that Congregationalists insist upon a binding creed. 

The ultimate results cf the discussion were the following six findings: 

1. Each church has the ccngregational form of government. 

2. In each, the individual church is the unit of authority. 

8. Each church accepts and practices representative government with re- 
gard to matters of common concern to the churches. 

4, Each church accepts the Bible as the rule of faith and practice, recog- 
nizing the right cf free individual interpretation. 

5. Neither church holds to a creed which is binding upon individuals or 
upon churches. 

6. Each is agreed upon the general foundational tenets of our common 
Christianity. 

7. The Congregational statement of 1918 and the Principles of the Chris- 
tian Church we find essentially in accord in evangelical temper and inclusive 
in their scope. 

In view of the above and the added fact that it is cur unanimous conviction 
that all Christian believers should now be brought into the closest possible fel- 
lowship and co-operation, the two subcommittees unite in making to their 
respective Commissions the following recommendaticns: 

7. In view of the similarities in organization, belief, observance of ordi- 
nances and general practices between the Christian and Congregational 
Churches, and to the end that they may know each other better and enter 
definitely into a common fellowship, it is reccommended that in States, districts, 
and towns where churches of both denominations exist side by side, they be 
urged to take steps toward close co-operation as an expression of the unity that 
ought to exist. 

2. As steps in this direction, we recommend: 


(a) The holding in any one State of the state meetings of both bodies 
at the same date with some sessions in common; 

(b) oo suggest that a similar plan may be used in districts and 
in cities; 

(c) We further urge an exchange of fraternal delegates at every 
opportunity. 

_ 8 With regard to new enterprises, we recommend that the church exten- 
Slon agencies or our two bodies be urged to refuse to organize a new church of 
one body in a community already served by the other. We would urge that in 
cities all forward movements relating to the two denominations should be 
guided in accordance with the principles adopted in Cleveland by the Presby- 
terian and Congregational denominaticns. 

4. We further recommend that where the members of either communion 
move into communities which do not have the church of which they have been 
members, they seriously consider the other denomination mentioned in these 
resoluticns. 

5. We recommend finally that in the whole missionary, educational, and 
publishing program of the two denominations, there be as far as possible an 
interchange of representatives so that each communion may quickly become 
familiar with the workings cf the other. 

With the informal expression of the hcpe that this meeting would lead to 
arrangements for a much more representative gathering which should have the 
very definite purpose of drawing the two denominations into as close a rela- 
tionship as possible, the meeting adjourned with prayer by Dr. Peters. 
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Story Time 


I love the sunny time of day 
When everything is bright, 
But best of all I like the time 

That’s just before the night. 


When mother sits before the fire, 
With me beside her knee 

Just listening to the fairy tales, 
She always tells to me. 


I love the happy time of day 
That’s just befcre the night, 
When mother tells us fairy tales, 
Before the firelight. 
—Kitty Parsons. 


The Real Princess 

OLF and Gretta were visiting their uncle 

in the cottage by the woods. , 

“Sometimes the princess passes here,” he 
told them. “Perhaps if you watch you will 
see her.” 

They were at once much excited. They 
had never seen a princess. 

“She will be beautiful,” said Gretta. 

“She will ride a pony and will be kind to 
every one,” said Rolf. 

The very next day their uncle had to ride 
away on business. 

“But we shall not be lonely,” they told 
him. “We shall watch for the princess.” 

Gretta decided to knit a cape for the prin- 
cess’ doll, and Rolf said he would weave a 
basket in which to carry it. All the morn- 
ing their fingers flew and by noontime both 
cape and basket were finished. Suddenly 
Gretta cried, “Here she comes!” 

Riding on a pony, came a girl about her 
age. She was very pretty, though the cor- 
ners of her mouth turned down instead of 
up; and to Rolf’s surprise she struck the 
pony a sharp blow before she reached them. 
They stepped forward into the road as she 
came nearer and began curtsying. She 
reined in her pony, and Gretta handed her 
the fine basket on which Rolf had spent so 
much time; in it was the doll’s cape. The 
princess reached down for the basket and 
opened it quickly. 

“Oh,” she exclaimed with a glance at the 
wooden doll in Gretta’s arms. “My doll 
wears silk, and I do not care for baskets.” 
She struck the pony again and rode away. 

Gretta looked at Rolf, and the hot tears 
rushed to her eyes. 

“Never mind,” he said; “she is not a real 
princess or she would not act in that way. 
Let’s walk in the woods and gather flowers.” 

Gretta dried her tears, and the two chil- 
dren entered the woods. There were many 
flowers, and soon they had their hands full. 
They were about to return when Gretta 
seized her brother’s arm. 

“Some one is crying,” she said. 

Rolf listened. He followed the direction 
of the sound until he came to a little girl 

_ who had caught her foot between the roots 
of a tree and could not move it. 

“Don’t cry,” he said kindly. “I will help 
you.” With his sharp knife he cut one of 


the roots away until she could free herself. 


. 
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The Children 


But she looked so tired that tender-hearted 
Gretta invited her to the cottage to rest. 
The little girl was glad to go with them. 
When they reached the cottage Gretta 
poured milk and cut bread for her, and then 
she felt better. Gretta showed her the bas- 
ket and the doll’s cape that she and Rolf 
had made. 

“My doll is made only of wood,” she said. 
“But I love her dearly, and you may hold 
her if you wish.” 

The little girl did wish; and she tried the 
cape on the doll several times and admired 
the basket until Rolf felt very proud. 

“If you would like the basket, you may 
have it,” he said, “and I will make my sis- 
ter another.” 

“You may have the cape too,” said Gretta. 

The little girl was delighted and hugged 
Gretta and thanked Rolf over and over 
again. But at last she said she must go; 
and before they could think of a way to 
keep her longer she was gone. 

“She is much more like a princess than 
the other one,” said Gretta. 

“It isn’t being called a princess that makes 
you one,” said Rolf. 

They talked for a long time after that 
about their new friend, and were sorry they 
had forgotten to ask her name. 

“Perhaps we shall see her tomorrow,” said 
Rolf. 

But the next morning a horseman reined 
in at the door. “The princess wishes you 
to take luncheon with her today,” he said. 

How disappointed they were! But, since 
an invitation from a princess is a command, 
they hastened to get ready. On reaching 
the palace what was their astonishment to 
see the little girl of the woods come for- 
ward to greet them! 

“Why,” exclaimed Gretta, “I thought— 
Why, how can you be—” 

“I am the princess,” she smiled. “Per- 
haps you saw another girl on a pony yester- 
day. She is the daughter of the head 
keeper at the palace lodge. When I left you 
in a hurry,” she went on, “I saw some one 
coming for me, and I wanted to surprise 
you both. Are you glad to be here?” 

Gretta’s eyes shone. “I have my knitting. 
I am making another doll’s cape,” she said. 

“My doll seems to be proud of hers,” said 
the princess with a happy laugh. “She has 
worn it all day. Come, I shall show her to 
you. And,” she added, turning to Rolf, “if 
ever you weave a basket large enough to 
hold them, you may have a pair of my rab- 
bits. You might run down to the hutch now 
and choose them.” 

On the way home that afternoon, Gretta 
and Rolf agreed that they had never spent 
a happier day. 

“She wasn’t like a princess at all,” said 
Gretta. “She was just like any other girl 
and very sweet and kind.” 

“That is what makes her a real princess,” 
said Relf. And Rolf was right.—Irene S. 
Woodcock, in Youth’s Companion. 
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A Brotherly Ghost 


— asked permission one day, after 

he had returned from school, to visit his 
chum, Hugh, who lived at a neighboring 
farm. On receiving the desired permission 
from his mother, he set off walking there. 
He arrived at the farm about the time when 
the outside chores were done, and being 
invited to stay for supper, he did so, and 
enjoyed it, every bite. 

As night came on, Hugh’s mother inter- 
rupted the boys’ play by infcrming Johnnie 
that it was time he made for home, if he 
wished to reach there before dark. 

Johnnie started off, but it wasn’t long 
before darkness overtook him. He was a 
stout-hearted boy, but at the same time, he 
felt decidedly “eerie.” Whistling his loud- 
est in order to spur on his flagging courage, 
he rapidly covered the ground. After a 
while he imagined he heard foosteps be- 
hind him, and speeded up his already speedy 
steps. His increased exertion soon winded 
him, and, pausing to regain his breath, he 
was dismayed to hear the footsteps, plainer 
and nearer. 

Terror possessed him and he started on 
a wild dash, screaming at the top of his 
voice, “Mother, open!” 

As he neared home, his mother, who was 
washing up the supper dishes, recognized 
his voice and threw wide open the door. 

The .little fellow flung himself into the 
bright kitchen and, peering out in the dark- 
ness, discovered his pursuer was his big 
brother, who had only desired to overtake 
him in order to keep him company along the 
dark road. 

We view a great deal of life “through a 
glass, darkly,” and if we could only see 
“face to face,” many of cur so-called calam- 
ities would prove themselves blessings in 
disguise—James C. Henderson, in The 
Presbyterian Advance. 


A Living Chair 
O suggest that four boys may sit com- 
fortably, each on the knee of another, 
sounds like telling them to lift themselves 
by their own bootstraps. One wonders 
what the “last one” is going to do. 

Yet the trick is perfectly simple, and 
when the boys act quickly and in unison the 
effect is very amusing. 

They must stand first in the form of a 
cross, with each boy’s right arm touching 
the arms of his neighbors at the center of 
the group, and each one’s back at right 
angles to the one behind. 

At a signal, all four sit down simul- 
taneously as if about to sit in chairs. Each 
one will find himself on the knee cf the 
boy behind him. There will be no “last” 
boy. 

The same “stunt” can be performed by 
more than four persons by enlarging the 
circle to take in the increased number. In 
this case each boy must be careful to stand 
at a sufficient angle to his neighbor in front 
to furnish the necessary support.— Western 
Recorder. 
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In the Same Spirit 


I want to congratulate The Herald on the 
editorial of October 21, “The Faith of 
James O’Kelly.” It is a fine statement of 
a matter that is vital today. We of the 
Christian Church can rejoice that our ap- 
preciation of “soul liberty,’ far from in- 
volving a break with our denominational 
past, is simply its normal continuance. We 
are facing the problems of our age in the 
same spirit with which our predecessors 
faced those of their day. 

E. C. Fry. 


Utsunomiya, Japan. 


Special Days 


It has been quite a spell since I last wrote 
for this worthy periodical. I suppose I 
owe the dear brethren an apology for thus 
being derelict in my duty for my articles 
are always interesting and helpful. What 
prompts me to write this is an article, one 
which one of the dear brethren wrote some 
time ago, about worms. I have no object 
to what he said about worms. My oldest 
son is taking a course in wormology out 
here at Palmer and he says it is a mighty 
interesting study. The part of the article 
to which I seriously object is the inference 
that we have too many special days on Sun- 
day. I hope the dear brother has seen the 
error of his article ere this, and is observing 
all the special days. 

If I could have gone to Urbana I would 
have introduced a resolution to increase the 
number of our special days one hundred per- 
cent. I am sure the dear brethren who were 
in attendance at the Convention missed me 
and wondered why I was not there. The 
reason is that it came at the same time as 
the Bippus Country Club Golf Tournament; 
and as I am a member of the club, I could 
not allow my pleasure at Urbana to inter- 
fere with my duty here. I belong to the 
club and play in order to influence the men 
to become interested in religion and the 
church. I haven’t succeeded to date in do- 
ing this. However I have been a member 
only four years and I am persistent. The 
fact is that the members play nearly all 
day Sunday and are too tired to attend 
church in the evening. Our official board 
is very seriously considering a proposition 
not tc have any preaching on Sunday at all, 
but have it two evenings during the week, 
so these men can attend. However we have 
run up against another difficulty. The Owls 
meet Monday evening, the Eagles on Tues- 
day evening, the Lions on Wednesday eve- 
ning, the Moose on Thursday evening, and 
the Elks on Friday evening, and all the 
Goats have to work late on Saturday eve- 
ning—so it is hard for us to know just 
what to do. Please pardon this digression 
from Special Days. It is a habit which | 
have formed because I take a text when I 
preach. 

Special Days are a great blessing to the 
dear brethren of the ministry pecause of 
the special literature which is put out about 
them. One call for a special day which is 
now lying on my desk includes a “sermon- 
ette” in its literature. I hope the dear 
brother who wrote so unkindly about ‘“‘Spe- 
cial Days” can see the advantage of this. 
He should gladly welcome special days 
because they eliminate all strain on a man’s 
thinking equipment, and with a number of 
us the capacity of this equipment is some- 
what limited. These days are so easy on the 
mind. Everything thought out for us and 
conclusions reached. All we have to do is 
to present them. Why be subjected to the 
bondage of thinking and taxing our minds 


Communications 
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with great and important questions when 
special days give us freedom? 

More special days I say! Let others do 
our thinking! It is already producing in 
America a splendid adult-infantilism among 
the clergy. You know what the Scriptures 
say, “Except ye become as little children, 
etc.” Special days with their literature, 
ready-made conclusions and prepared ser- 
monettes help us to be scriptural; and I 
hope the dear brother who wrote about 
worms will ponder it well. 


I am told out near where the Convention 
was held there is a regular sermon factory. 
What a great blessing to the dear brethren 
of the ministry. To illustrate. On Decem- 
ber 19 we take our annual offering for In- 
digent Female Divorcees. On the Sunday 
preceding, I shall preach on the offering 
for this special day. All I have to do is to 
write the following letter. 


Bippus, Missouri. November 20, 1926. 
The Nue Weigh Sermon Factory, 
St. Joe, Illinois. 


Dear Brethren: 


On Sunday, December 12th, I will preach 
on the Relief of Indigent Female Divorcees. 
Please send me a thirty-minute sermon on 
the subject. Make it snappy. Put in two 
jokes on male divorces. Work in lots of 
sob stuff. Please mail so it will reach me 
not later than December 17, as I would like 
to read it over, if I have time, before I 
preach it. 

Yours in the Great Work, 
PAUL SAFFLE. 


I am sure the dear brother who wrote 
about the worms can see the advantage of 
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HUNTING DOLLARS 
A YOUNG man once found a five-dollar 


bill on the street. From that time on 
he never lifted his eyes when walking. In 
the course of years he accumulated 29,516 
buttons, 54,172 pins, 12 cents, a bent back, 
and a miserly disposition. He lost the glory 
of the sunlight, the sheen of stars, the smiles 
of friends, tree-blossoms in the spring, the 
blue of skies, and the entire joy of living.— 


William Feather. 


this. No thinking, no worry, no brain ex- 
haustion, more time for golf. Let us have 
more special days and enjoy the wonderful 
freedom they bring. 
Bippus, Missouri, 
PAUL SAFFLE. 


The Future Church 


Junior Church! Have you heard of it? 
One of those new-fangled inventions that 
places the children in the basement to be 
talked to, preached to, or entertained by a 
lay member while the minister stands in 
the pulpit and raves because of the laxity 
of the membership in point of attendance. 
What’s to hinder these particular young 
people from feeling that they have never 
had an interest in the work of the church 
when they get too big to be preached to or 
entertained by the laity? 

And when are they to be admitted to the 
church service proper? 

And will they have any inclinations to 
attend church services when the time comes? 

These young people who are not being 
brought up in the church will say, “Church, 
piffle; I don’t go to church; when I was a 
kid they put me in the basement while the 
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old folks went to church.” And can they 
be blamed if they take such an attitude? 
Of course this plan may attract lots of 
children now who would not otherwise be 
in the services at all, but how about the 
church of the future? 

How about our Catholic brethren who in- 
sist upon the children attending the serv- 
ices with the parents, which loses less than 
one percent per year from the Church while 
we Protestants have to hire evangelists of 
national and international fame at frequent 
intervals to replenish the fast diminishing 
supply? Another lesson is this: the Catho- 
lic clergy are not preaching radio sermons 
on Sunday mornings to their audiences of 
purported thousands while our Protestant 
brethren are discoursing over the air, thus 
discouraging the personal touch so essential 
to healthy growth in our churches. 

Why don’t we wake up? Why not teach 
our children to regard the value of the serv- 
ices and the friendship of the ministry by 
bringing them into the personal touch that 
means so much to them? What is more in- 
spiring than to see scores of little children 
standing in the sanctuary on the Sabbath 
morning singing praises to God with all 
the vim and vigor their young souls can 
command? 

The writer once visited a Christian En- 
deavor society where the attendance totaled 
more than fifty; two years later he visited 
the same society and found the organization 
had been divided and that the attendance 
of the two societies totaled about twenty. 
Three years later he visited the same soci- 
ety and found nearly a hundred persons of 
all ages in attendance. The solution to the 
whole affair was given in these exact words, 
as near as we are able to recall them: 
“Some of our folks thought we ought to di- 
vide the society so the young people could 
be to themselves. We tried it. We dwin- 
dled down to almost nothing. Then we con- 
solidated; and now the old folks go to help 
entertain and be entertained by the young 
people and the young people go for the 
same purpose, and ycu see we are all one 
big family.” 

Protestants, wake up. We must keep 
pace with the times, but human inclinations 
remain about the same from one generation 
to another and the young folks neea encour- 
agement and companionship, even in public 
worship. A. N. EYEOPENER. 


o 
“Human values are not determined hy the 


income received, but by the service ren- 
dered.” 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Island and Massachusetts Conference 

East Freetown, December 7—Rev. E. J. 
Bodman visited the East Freetown Christian 
Church, October 30. He gave an interesting 
account of some of the sights he saw at the 
seventh World’s C. E. Convention. There were 
few present who had not at some time been 
active Endeavorers, and we were especially 
glad to receive the message he brought from 
the Convention, and the picture he gave us 
of the welcome to Father and Mrs. Clark. 
The Ladies’ Friendly Circle has given two 
suppers to private parties that netted $50.24, 
and the regular harvest supper and enter- 
tainment added forty-seven dollars more. At 
a meeting held with the president, Mrs. Mary 
EK. Washburn, November 18, it was voted to 
put fifty dollars in the bank towards paint- 
ing the interior of the church, and to give 
the same amount to the church toward the 
minister’s salary. The first anniversary of 
the Woman's Club of the East Freetown 
Christian Church was celebrated November 
9, at the home of Mrs. Everett Case. The 
club began the year with ten members and 
ended with thirty-one. The retiring presi- 
dent, Mrs. Doris Rounswell, was presented 
with a bouquet of beautiful roses. The new 
president, Mrs. Maude Kendrick, was wel- 
comed to the chair, and several new members 
joined. Mr. Theron Parker entertained with 
anecdotes and recitations. The birthday cake 
made by Mrs. Elizabeth Edminister was a 
part of the refreshments served. Sunday, 
the twenty-third, was one of those days that 
will linger in the memory as one of happy 
worship. The Thanksgiving thought was the 
burden of all the services. The Beginners 
sang their Thanksgiving song to the whole 
Sunday-school. 

The Christian Endeavor Society omitted its 
regular meeting November 19 and had a 
Thanksgiving service in the church Sunday 
evening. They had some special singing and 
invited the people of the church to unite in 
the service with them. The leader was Miss 


Rhode 


Minnie Ashley. 

An eight-pound box of serving material, 
pencils, ete., has been mailed to Foochow, 
China. Another larger box is ready to send 


to the Mortons at Porto Rico. The Sunday- 
school voted in the spring to fill these boxes 
as a service project.—Mrs. J. A. Peckham. 


Brownells Corner—The months of October 
and November have been those of activity 
as to special days. On October 31, the day 
was observed as Temperance Sunday, when 
the pastor preached on ‘Prohibition and Its 
Achievements.” On November 7, at the morn- 
ing service, Armistice Day was observed, 
when a sermon was preached by the pastor 
on the day as his subject. On November 21, 
a Thanksgiving sermon was. preached on 
“Giving Thanks.” During all of these serv- 
ices we have been assisted by a chorus of 
our young people under the direction of our 
pastor and his wife. On Tuesday, November 
9, a splendid harvest supper was served to 
nearly one hundred people in the vestry, 
this being a success. It was woted at the 
last quarterly meeting of the church to adopr 
the Duplex Envelope System for. the year 
1927. Preparations are soon to be made for 
this work. It was also talked of at the 
last meeting about installing electric light 
sometime in the future. The Sunday-school 
is averaging a large attendance and is in a 
good condition.—D. H. Smith. 


Fall River—Success marked the opening of 
he Bogle Street Christian Church bazaar, 
held in the vestries on Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, and Friday evenings. The event was 


opened by Secretary Lewis Crane, of the Y. M. 


+ 


C. A. A single color scheme obtained in all 
the decorations, bunting and trimmings of all 
sorts being green and red. The three-day 
event was announced as having exceeded ex- 
pectations from the standpoint of financial 
return. The church, under the leadership of 
Rev. H. Arnold, has had a wonderfully suc- 
cessful year. Recently two of its oldest 
members have been called home, Robert Gal- 
laway and James Johnson. Both men were 
loyal and true to the church of their choice. 
—Correspondent. 
E. J. Bodman, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 
Garrett, December 5—Our services here over 


Sunday were well attended considering the 
bad weather, and also the fact that there 
is much sickness. The families of Brother 


Carter, of Atwood, and Brother Piersall, of 
Pierson, have both been quarantined with 
scarlet fever. Brother Rippey, of Atwood, is 
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able to be out again after quite a spell of 
sickness. 

We labored two weeks with the people of 
the Bethlehem Church, Southern Wabash IIli- 
nois Conference, Brother Baughman being the 
pastor. We found the folks of Bethlehem to 
be as loyal a group of workers as we have 
found anywhere for sometime. The weather 
was stormy the most of the time we were 
there and the roads got in a very bad condi- 
tion, yet bad roads or weather would not 
keep them from the house of God. Much 
credit is due both pastor and people for the 
splendid work they are doing. They have 
one of the most beautiful and best equipped 
rural churches of that part of the State. We 
did not have the success in the meeting we 
had hoped to have, but nevertheless we had 
a good meeting, and possibly some of tne 
seed sown will later grow and bring forth 
a harvest. I was surely well repaid for my 
stay with them—financially, spiritually, and 
every other way—and I am praying for God’s 
blessings to rest upon them. 

We are very busy just now preparing for 
some special work here, at Garrett and at 
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a cost of $10,000. 


years. 
God and his Kingdom. 





The Dedication at Hagerstown, Indiana 


‘THE newly remodeled Christian Church at Hagers- 

town, Indiana, was dedicated Sunday, November 
21, 1926. The present change in style of architecture 
and the additions to the old structure have turned 
it into one of beauty and one of which the church 
and community may be very proud. Reconstructicn 
of the church had been contemplated for a number 
A committee on reconstruction was ap- 
pointed in the autumn of 1924. Plans were submitted 
during the winter months, and during the spring 
and summer of 1925 pledges were received. 
was begun on the building in May, 1926, the last 
services being held in the old building the first Sun- 


The special purpose in remodeling was prcperly 
to care for the different departments of the church 
school. Besides the auditorium, the church plant con- 
sists of a dining hall, as large as the auditorium, and 
fifteen classrooms so arranged as to have each de- 
partment in its own section. 
Illumination is shed from chandeliers and other 
rewly installed lighting throughout the building. The auditorium is equipped 
with new pews and pulpit, and a new pipe organ, the latter a gracious gift of 
Mr. H. C. Teeter. Brother Teeter has been interested in music all his life and has 
for many years helped with the music of the church as leader of the choir and 
There are three exterior entrances to the building, and by a well 
planned arrangement entrance to the auditorium frcm the basement or from 
the outside may be made without annoyance. 


The approximate cost of reconstruction, including the pipe organ, was 
$25,000. About $10,000 of this amount had already been subscribed. Then Dr. 
Warren H. Denison was with the church from Wednesday evening, helping in 
the preliminary meetings to make plans for the great day of dedication, at 
which time Dr. Deniscn succeeded in raising not only the balance of the in- 
debtedness but a surplus of $1,260 to be used for other purposes. 
and our Foreign Mission Secretary, Dr. W. P. Minton, were the speakers for 


This church was organized April 2, 1867, by a handful of citizens of this 
community, headed by their beloved leader and pastor, Rev. W. T. Warbinton, 
cne of the great men and strong leaders of cur denomination. 
ings were held in Medodione Hall until January 23, 1869, following a great 
revival during the late winter of 1868 which resulted in the addition of one 
hundred and seventeen new members, when the first building was completed at 


The church at the present time, under the leadership of its pastor, Rev. H. 
H. Short, is in a prosperous condition. 
service was held in April, 1924, in which the pastor was assisted by Secretary 
McD. Howsare and Brother Roy Benham leading in song. One hundred and 
twenty new members were brought into the church at that time. 
two hundred and two have been added during the present pastorate of four 
With its splendid equipment this church hopes to do great things for 


a 
wr 


Work 


The churrh is heated 


Dr. Denison 


The first meet- 


A great Kingdom Enlistment Week 


A total of 


















1196 (20) 


Prairie Chapel, for the Christmas time.— 
Walter Fasnacht, Pastor. 


Olney, December 6—Rev. S. Price filled 
his regular appointment at Mt. Gilead De- 
cember 6 with two spirit-filled messages. A 
Thanksgiving program was given on Sunday 
evening, November 28. A thank-offering was 
taken. In addition to our regular Sunday- 
school opening, a special service is being 
put on. A very touching reading was given 
last Sunday by Mrs. Nicholas. The Christian 
Endeavorers gave an interesting discussion 
last Sunday evening, on courage and patience 
as character building e!ements.—Correspond- 
ent. 


Pierson Station, December 6—In closing 
my work with the Pleasant Valley Church, 
the members gave my family a fine dinner, 
which was a real surprise to me. My wife 
seemed to understand, but I was in the dark 
until nearly all the people drove up at Brother 
Davis’ after our morning service. Pleasant 
Valley has a fine, loyal people, and we pre- 
dict, under the efficient leadership of Brother 
Mahan, a fine work for them. We moved 
early to our new field here, anxious to see 
things done; but it all takes time. We are 
just released from a five weeks’ quarantine 
against scarlet fever, five of the children 
having contracted it. We are thankful that 
they all recovered in good condition. Rev. 
Levi J. Carter, of Atwood, is experiencing a 
trying time, his little girl having contracted 
scarlet fever, and he is quarantined away 
from his home. November 24, we put on a 
Puritan Young Folks Community Rally at 
the U. C. Chapel Church. A goodly number 
came. The speakers of the evening were 
Rev. Levi J. Carter and Rev. E. H. Rainey, 
both from Atwood. Their messages were well 
received and helpful. A group of young men 
gave some special music, after which we went 
to the basement for a social period and an 


oyster supper. We feel that it was a good 
start for us and fruit will come from it. 
Pierson Church had repapered and varnished 
its plant before we arrived and were plan- 


ning for great things. Uncle Mike Erhart, 
our efficient Sunday-school superintendent, 
has gone South, to Amarillo, Texas, to spend 
the long, hard winter. We all miss him ana 
hope for him a safe return. He has been a 
subscriber to The Herald for fifty years. At 
our last morning service we received two 
new members, both by confession, which 
gave us all joy and encouragement. Fol- 
lowing the service, two of the members took 
the pastor aside to talk about our revival 
meeting while the good ladies of U. C. Chapel 
and Pierson Church prepared him a sumptu- 
ous birthday dinner in the town hall. It was 
a complete surprise, the good wife having co- 
operated with the ladies of the church to put 
it over. I wouldn’t care to be thirty-four 
years old again next year. During the long 
quarantine folks were mindful of tre family 
in sO many ways. The good people of U. C. 
Chapel gave us a fine box of eats, from 
dressed chickens on down to the small items, 
even popcorn. The longer we are here the 
more we appreciate the fine fellowship and 
sympathetic understanding of our people. We 
are planning for a great ingathering o1 
people in our special meetings. May we have 
the prayers of the fine brotherhood we met 
at Urbana? We get joy and inspiration as 
we think of those great men and women we 
met there.—Paul L. Piersall, Pastor. 


Avon, December 6—The roads and weather 
were such that it was almost impossible to 
conduct an evangelistic campaign at Mari- 
etta. At the close of the first week we were 
forced to close the meetings temporarily on 
account of a heavy snowstorm, the roads 
being drifted full. It was almost a week be- 
fore we could continue with the campaign, 
but in spite of the unfavorable roads and 
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weather there were ten conversions and 
twelve additions to the church. One man who 
was seventy-two years old confessed Christ 
and acknowledged him as Lord and Master 
for the first time in life. Rev. Robert Rub- 
art, of Fiatt, Illinois, conducted the song 
service in the beginning, but when the roads 
became impassable was forced to drop out 
of the meeting on account of his school work. 
Marietta has a nice group of young people to 
work with and they are very much inter- 
ested in securing a pastor.—Claude W. Risin- 
ger. 


Greenville, December 7—Following our cus- 
tom of the last few years, the membership 
of the church was requested to make gifts of 
tithes and offerings to be applied on the new 
church building fund in the month of No- 
vember. This year the gifts were brought 
in on Sunday, November 28, and amounted to 
$743. Dr. E. A. Watkins, a former pastor, was 
with us on Sunday morning, December 5, 
and brought a very helpful message in the 
sermon he delivered. The church highly es- 
teems him because of his fine work while 
pastor in this leld.—J. E. Etter, Pastor. 


Defiance College Notes 


HE music organizations of the campus 
have been particularly busy during the 
past week. 

The final try-outs for the men’s and 
women’s glee clubs have been made, but as 
yet the final lists have not been published, 
because the keen competition due to the 
excellent material has made it very difficult 
to make the concluding eliminations. Prac- 
tice will begin after Christmas in preparation 
for the annual spring concert tours. 

The combined musical organizations have 
been practicing twice a week for the pres- 
entation of Handel’s “Messiah” on the Sun- 
day evening before Christmas vacation. This 
is an annual affair and one of the most im- 
pressive of the holiday celebrations. 

The students of the music department gave 
a private recital Thursday afternoon in Wes- 
ton auditorium. The program consisted of 
vocal and piano solos. 

The Philomathean Literary Society trans- 
ported the campus back into those “good ole 
days” Friday night, December 3, when they 
entertained the faculty and Athenian Literary 
Society at an old-fashioned spelling and ci- 
phering match. Much hilarity and rivalry 
were exhibited in the attempts of the rival 
societies to “spell each other down.” 

ESTHER SMITH. 


New England Young People’s 
Congress 


HE New England Young People’s Congress 

was launched in a splendid fashion at its 
first annual rally in the Christian Church of 
Amesbury, Massachusetts, November 26 and 
27. Three Conferences and three States were 
represented by more than fifty young people 
from Christian churches of Maine, New 
Hampshire, and Massachusetts. 

The rally opened on Friday afternoon with 
a get-together in charge of Miss Myrtle El- 
dredge, of Boston, Massachusetts. The presi- 
dent, Rev. Guy Walters, was unavoidably pre- 
vented from coming, and Miss Ruth Youmans, 
of Haverill, Massachusetts, presided at the 
afternoon session. Worship services through- 
out the rally were in charge of Mr. Tre- 
mayne Cobblestone,, of Amesbury. Miss 
Martha Denison, of Boston University, gave 
the address of the first afternoon, using the 
subject, “What Are We Here For?” After 
a business and discussion period, the group 
enjoyed a pilgrimage to the home of John 
Greenleaf Whittier, and supper served in the 
church. Miss Esther Reed, of New Bedford, 
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presided over the evening session, and Dr. 
Elizabeth Nutting, of Boston University, 
spoke on the theme, “The World We Live 
In.” Her address was most impressive and 
effective in bringing the young people to 
think of their influence in this world, if 
they will admit Christ into their own lives. 

The Saturday sessions included addresses 
by Miss Marguerite Youmans, of Haverill, 
and Rev. Percy Caswell, of Manchester, New 
Hampshire; Rev. A. R. Webb, of Wolfeboro, 
New Hampshire, contributed much to _ the 
good spirit of the entire rally, and had 
charge of the Craigville stunt in the recre- 
ation period. Rev. and Mrs. A. H. Fielder 
proved to be most sympathetic and attrac- 
tive hosts, and were untiring in their efforts 
to make this first Congress the success that 
it was. Miss Ruth Rodan, of Amesbury, who 
was chosen by the young people at Craigville 
last summer to be their secretary, worked 
hard for the rally, and with splendid enthus- 
iasm and energy helped every visitor to en- 
joy the visit to Amesbury. 

Among the work planned for in the busi- 
ness session and the goals which the young 
people pledged themselves to strive for are 
the following: Definite gifts to home and 
foreign missions; Christian education and 
other enterprises of the Christian Church by 
the young people of’ the New England 
churches; every church represented at a 
Christian Church Summer School; more 
churches using our own literature, a definite 
share in the work of the home church by 
attendance and participation; extension of the 
Kingdom of God through winning young peo- 
Plans were made to send 
these goals to every church in New England, 
and for leaders in each conference to push 
the work. The conference leaders now chosen 
are Judson Jones, of the Maine Conference; 
Ruth Rodan, of the Rockingham Conference; 
and John Buchan, of the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Conference. Leaders for the 
York and Cumberland, and the Merrimack 
Conferences will be chosen very soon. 

The next rally of the young people of New 
England ,by their vote, will be at Craigville 
next July, in connection with the Summer 
School. 

With the fine spirit of the Amesbury rally, 
and the deep interest and sincere consecra- 
tion of the officers and youth there expressed, 
New England churches may count on their 
young people for much in the days ahead. 
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And the whole Christian Church will watch 
with confidence and high expectation the 
youth of this section of our denomination. 
This first rally promises much for the fu- 
ture. 

MYRTLE ELDREDGE. 


In God and in Christ 


(Continued from page eight) 


demnation, “Men have loved darkness.” Af- 
ter that, “When they knew God, they glori- 
fied him not as God, neither were thankful; 
but because vain in their imaginations.” For 
this cause has man been given up to vanity, 
and to a depraved mind and appointed unto 
wrath. 

What havoc and ruin have pride and lust 
wrought. To play the god for a few short 
hours, men barter away an eternity of full- 
ness of life in God. For this we are told 
the mother of our race sold fair Eden and 
herself to sin. Believe it or not, yet it must 
be admitted that man will pay any price, 
stoop tc any menial service, bow and cringe 
at any shrine for a few short hours of play- 
ing god. But to be “in God and in Christ,” 
his highest, greatest, most glorious, and most 
blessed place, he will not bow in the least. 
To come to Ged by the blood of his cross, in 
godly repentance and childlike faith, that 
were too ignoble, too degrading. Pride 
blinds his eyes, hardens his heart, and turns 
him aside. And where pride does not reign, 
baser lust sways the scepter. The masses 
are content to worship mammon, and de- 
grade themselves at the shrine of Bacchus. 
Even Greece with all her glory stooped to 
the sin cf Sodom. And after well nigh 
twenty centuries of faithful gospel minis- 
try, the steeds of impure, unholy, lust must 
needs, still, be staid by rigid laws and an 
iron hand. 


Still on this earth are a people, “In the 
world but not of it. A people in God through 
repentance and faith. A people in Christ 
by regeneration and new creation. A people 
who because of their meekness will yet in- 
herit the earth. A people who, hecause of 
their new creation, will yet reign over all; 
and who, even now, have the peace that flows 
like a river, the joy that springs from wells 
of salvation, the love that delights in dcing 
good, and thank God, the power that enables 
them to do as they will; are now the heirs 
of Ged; joint heirs with Jesus Christ of all 
things.” 

“In God, in Christ,” only those who are 
can never know what it means. With an ex- 
perience inexpressible and full of glory they 
can only hold forth hands of compassion and 
cry with love’s sweet pleading, “O, taste and 
see that the Lord is good.” Refused they 
may be, ignored, persecuted, and forsaken, 
yet in due time shall their glory be made 
manifest, and when that time comes and 
they stand forth the visible heirs of the liv- 
ing God, then will be heard a weeping and 
wailing more dolorous than that of Esau be- 
cause that men have for a profane thing 
sold their birthright. 

Binghamton, New York. 
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The Comfortable Parson 


BY REV. RICHARD L. OWNBEY, IN ZION’S HERALD 


E was sleek, good-looking, and well 

dressed as he mingled with his brethren 
of the ministry at their annual meeting. 
There was not a line of care on his face. 
He even looked prosperous; certainly he ap- 
peared care-free. Impressed with these 
things about his appearance, one of his 
brethren said to him: 

“You must have had a fine year.” 

“The finest ever,” he replied. “I haven’t 
had a worry all year. My wife and I 
have been in good health, the church has 
been very liberal and has made a good 
growth, and the folks have looked after our 
comfort splendidly. I haven’t had a worry 
all year.” 

A charitable view would suggest that this 
preacher was not telling the exact truth, 
though he meant to do so. Minor worries 
he surely must have had, but these had been 
forgotten among the comforts and prosperi- 
ties of the year. Certainly he had not har- 
bored the cares that corrode at the heart, or 
carried burdens that leave men stooped and 
weary. 

But there was one standing by who, hear- 
ing his words, and knowing him intimately, 
knew that essentially he had spoken the 
truth. He was not a man to worry—he 
did not intend to worry; he had told the 
truth. He had preached his sermons, visit- 
ed the sick, buried the dead, married the 
young people, and met his officials, all as 
a part of the day’s work, and had never 
carried on his mind anything that disturbed 
his sleep at night. He had not eaten out 
his heart with the sympathies that his folks 
needed, or grown weary watching beside 
sick souls. As long as the ministries of his 
congregation kept him comfortably housed 
and well fed, he was happy and content. 
And the man who stood by and knew him 
said: 

“That is the tragedy of his ministry—he 
has never worried.” 

In her novel entitled “A Cure of Souls,” 
May Sinclair has drawn with skillful artis- 
try a full-length portrait of a comfortable 
parson, Rev. Clement Purcell Chamberlain, 
canon of Queningford and Kempton-Maisey, 
a well-trained, gifted, and highly upright 
man, who would be called “ a cure of souls,” 
but who cared nothing for folks and was im- 
patient when some sick or wounded spirit 
persisted in interrupting his pleasant days 
by calling upon him for help. He had two 
curates, young men of vigor and consecra- 
tion, and two parish helpers who were 
women of spiritual culture and moral en- 
ergy, and these did most of his work. At 
forty he was in charge of a parish that 
gave him an excellent living and oppor- 
tunity for social intercourse with the best. 
But he dawdled away his time. He had a 
curtained shelf of books in his study— 
French novels with Flaubert and the rest 
which he hoped visitors might not see— 
and to these he gave a large part of his 


reading time. A preacher of the gospel 
of Jesus, he had become lazy and selfish. 

He avoided marriage with one woman 
because he feared her health was not per- 
fect, and with another because she had 
five children. Children bored him. Then 
he made what he considered was an ideal 
marriage with a rich widow who was as 
selfish and as indolent as himself. With 
a better living, the added comfort of a 
limousine and a chauffeur, and a skillful 
cook in the kitchen who could concoct dishes 
to tempt the epicure he had become, he 
grew lazier than ever. The less he saw 
of his curates and his parish helpers, the 
better. He wrote his sermons on Saturday 
mornings. He could not abide the malodors 
of poor people’s houses, and he did not want 
to get near the sick and the dying. He 
could not cheer the sick, and he did not 
know what to say to the dying. One of his 
curates and one of his parish helpers fell 
into deep spiritual troubles. The former 
he allowed to drift unhelped into agnosti- 
cism, and the latter to eat her heart away 
and end her days in a sanitarium for the 
insane. 

With these troubles accumulating to 
worry him, the woman whom he had really 
wanted to marry but did not because of her 
five children told him frankly that he was 
fit for anything more than the big, heart- 
racking business of being “a cure of sculs.” 
When he repeated this to his wife she quite 
agreed with his friend, and suggested that, 
since they had plenty of the world’s goods, 
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and he had such an aversion to many of the 
unescapable tasks of his calling, they go 
away somewhere and spend the rest of their 
days in peace. This they planned to do, 
and “he saw life stretching out before him 
in an unbroken succession of perfect days. 
Life without unpleasantness or pain—a 
blessed life. In a place where you could 
rest. A place where you could dream.” 

This novel of May Sinclair’s reminded 
me poignantly of a minister whom I had 
known and loved in other days. He was 
a fellow-pastor for several years, and we 
were often thrown together in brotherly 
fellowships. Many times during those years 
he said: “You take yourself and your work 
entirely too seriously.” He did not take his 
work seriously! Born of good family, edu- 
cated at some of the best schools, favored 
with many natural graces of mind and 
spirit, he went early to a good pastorate in 
the North, where he spent fifteen years. 
Then he came South, called to a rich and 
fashionable congregation. He was paid a 
fine salary with a house furnished and three 
months’ vacation every year. He had never 
married, and he had never had a real sor- 
row. He was fifty-five when he accepted 
this last pastorate and declared his inten- 
tion never to write another sermon. He 
said he had enough sermons to last him un- 
til he was sixty-five, preaching only his best 
ones, and at sixty-five he would retire. He 
was a delightful companion, with charming 
literary tastes and musical gifts. He knew 
a good horse and a good cigar, but it seemed 
he had utterly missed the meaning of the 
word “pastor.” 


The people of his church were fine and 
proud and did not talk, but it was known 
that they missed from their minister a cer- 
tain gracious spiritual flavor to which they 
had long been accustomed in the beloved 
pastor who had preceded him. But he stayed 
on, reading his old sermons, eating and 
sleeping and resting, but having missed al- 
together the thrilling though aging experi- 
ences that come anywhere to a minister to 
whom the Master has given the true shep- 
herd-heart. Of the great sorrows and the 
great joys of life he knew next to nothing. 
He had looked at them from the outside, 
apart. With the galling burdens and heart- 
corroding miseries of life he was really un- 
acquainted. He lived chiefly amcng his 
books, and even these he did not adequately 
comprehend where they were most alive with 
human experience. He was not a pastor; 
he was not a cure of souls; he was a com- 
fortable parson. He could not, therefore, 
be even a preacher of the gospel; for a man 
who cannot vicariously agonize with a 
broken heart can have no adequate word 
to say cf Jesus Christ and the cross of 
Calvary. Much less might he enter, with 
sympathy and compassion, into helpful ex- 
periences with the lost and erring sheep 
in the Master’s fold. 

In modern times a new era has dawned 
for the minister of the gospel in the lead- 
ing denominations of this country. He is 
better housed, better clad, better paid; and 
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for all this we ought to be grateful. Yet 
in it all there must be for some men, though 
their number we hope may never be large, 
a temptation to ease and comfort where 
there should be driving work and self-emp- 


tying compassions and agonies. Against 
these temptations there ought to be in the 
minister’s life two mighty fortresses. One 
is the true shepherd-heart that has been 
(Continued third column page twenty-three) 
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